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CHAPTER I. 


CARCEL had the elevated note 
D of the lark ſerenaded the huſpand- 
man to his labour, or the rays of the 
ſun enlivened the coming day, when the 
inhabitants of Hatfield Place were put 
into the utmoſt confuſion, by the ſud- 
den death of its maſter, who, in conſe- 
quence. of a fit, had breathed his laſt, 
while his ſervant was Preparing to equip 
him for a ride he was to take before 
breakfaſt. | red 
The family, 1 fay, was in the ih 
confuſion; but its moſt poignant griefwas 
lodged in the boſom of i its fair miſtreſs, 
vol. 1. B Who 
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who had been put under the care of the 
deceaſed, at ſo early a period of her 
life, as that of her firſt year, on whom 
ſhe was entirely dependant, and to whom 
ſhe was indebted for a liberal educa- 
tion, and every other indulgence, which 
the humanity of a heart formed, though 
| miſguided, for every ſocial virtue, could 
dictate; but how was this grief in- 
creaſed—how did the ſombre cloud of 
deſpair overwhelm her ſoul, when the 
Reward informed her he had died in- 
ſolvent; that an execution was already 
in the houſe; and that he expected no- 
thing leſs than an arreſt on the body 
would enſue! Ah! ſhe exclaimed, and 
have I lived to ſee the kind protector of 
my infant ſtate expoſed to ſuch igno- 
miny as this! Cannot you, Mr. Bank- 
erton, after all his exceſs of kindneſs, 
by ſome means ſave, his corpſe at leaſt, 
from the ſacrilegious gripe of thoſe in- 
fatiate creditors ? 


Bankerton was one of thoſe wiſe ſtew- 
* e ards, 
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EE... 
ards, who make a point of turning the 
careleſsneſs of their maſters to their 
own advantage —he had amaſſed a very 
comfortable ſufficiency, in order to ſo- 
lace himſelf, as it was ſuppoſed, in his 
declining life, with all the indulgencies 
that period requires—there were ſome . 
malicious people too, who did not 
ſcruple to hint, that he had ſo much im- 
poſed on the credulity of his maſter 
(ho had ever placed an implicit con- 
fidence in his honeſty) as to make him 
pay intereſt for his own money. Be 
that as it may, he had done all in his 
power, by ſtudying a plainneſs of dreſs, 
and taking every other method to make 
himſelf intitled to the character of a 
| prudent ſaving man, in order to blind 
the world in general, as well as to con- 
fute hints, which ſometimes fell from 
thoſe of his fellow ſervants, who hap- 
pened to be out of favour, to his preju- 
dice; and as this was not the moment 
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to diſcover himſelf in his true light, he 
anſwered his young lady, as follows: 
« Alack-a-day, Miſs! how do you 
ſuppoſe a ſervant, like me, ſhould be 
able to diſcharge his creditors? I 
have, Heaven knows, loſt much by his 
negle@ already; beſides, I do not think 
it prudent to entangle myſelf in his af- 
fairs—it had been well for me, if-I had 
ſerved a more frugal maſter; for now, 
inſtead of having a comfortable ſup- 
port in my old age, I am expected to 
ſpend my poor mite, to reſcue this im- 
prudent from che hands of his relent- 
leſs creditors; and as to the body, why, 
good lack, what does it ſignify? I wiſh 
to heaven I could be affured his ſoul 
was admitted into the bliſsful Mmangons - - 
of the bleſſed.” _ 
Terentia (for ſo 1 ſhall call the he- 
roine of the following ſheets) who had 
liſtened with the utmoſt aſtoniſhment to 
an harangue ſo unexpected, ſo unjuſti- 
fable from a man- who had ever found 
| | -2 Ine 
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the warmeſt friendſhip from the de- 
ceaſed, was about to rebuke, with a 
ſterneſs unnatural to her diſpoſition, 
this ungrateful ſteward, for reflettions 
which as little became him to utter, as 
herſelf to hear, when the door opened, 
and a gentleman, of the name of Bry- 
ant, made his appearance, and checked 
her riſing diſpleaſure, by ſhewing that 
he poſſeſſed a heart caſt in a different 
mould from that of Bankerton's. . 
- This gentleman had been but a few 
weeks a reſident in the village, and con- 
fequently knew little of Mr. Hatfield, 
or our fair mourner but he was bleſs- 
ed with a benevolent heart; and that 
nobleſt propenſity of the human mind 
would not ſuffer him to reſiſt his deſire 
of enduiring i into the cauſe of the con- 
fuſion which he faw as he was taking 
| his morning walk at the door of his de- 
ceaſed neighbour. In this enquiry, idle 
eurioſity had no part; true philan- 
t alone prompted the wiſh to be 
B32 made 
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made acquainted with the cauſe of their 


apparent diſtreſs. 
It was a ſubje& that merited his at- 


tention—he followed the bent of his 


inclination, and, being a foe to oſtenta- 
tion, wiſhed to introduce himſelf to the 
perſon (whom he had learned moſt 
needed his friendfhip) alone and unob- 


ſerved—always giving the manner of 


beſtowing a favour the firſt thought, 


eſpecially where the delicacy. of the 


afflicted, as was now the . deſerved 
ihe-conkderation. 
1 With this heaven- born ſenſation he 
| ſoon arrived at the paſſage which led to 
the room where Terentia and the ſtew- 
ard were engaged in the above conver- 
ſation; and which gave him an oppor- 
tunity of hearing the ingratitude of Ban- 
kerton, whoſe character report had been 


more free with than that hypocrite had 


imagined; and this ſpecimen of his be- 


haviour did not by any means beighten 
1 * in the . m Mr. Bryant, who 


dif. 
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diſmiſſed him with a look of indignation, 
and aſſured Terentia fhe need be under 
no apprehenſion with regard to the 
corpſe, for that he himfelf would take 
care it ſhould not be moleſted. 

Oh, Sir, ſaid the grateful Terentia, 
as the torrents of diſtreſsful woe fell 
from her eyes, you have opened a gleam 
of hope to a mind almoſt overpowered 
by the loſs of its only friend! but ſo the 
will of Heaven ſuffer his dear remains 
to be reſcued from unhallowed hands, 
my own fate, hard as it is, ſhall not 
drive me to deſpair—yet (pointing to 

the cauſe of her diſtreſs) inanimate as 
him I mourn, feems every future hope 
of the unhappy object, whom youy Sir 
to kindly compaſſionate. . 
Be comforted, my amiable unfortu- 
nate (anſwered Mr. Bryant, whoſe eyes 
gliſtened with the tear of ſympathy) 
I will ſeek out the creditors of this un- 
fortunate gentleman, and try to ſerve 
you by every effort in my power. 

34 Have 
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Have you any relations you would wiſh 


to conſult? - 

None, Sil replied Terentia, not 
one natural friend has the wretched 
outcaſt before you, to whom ſhe could. 
unlock with ſafety the forrows of) her 


heart! „I was left” — 


. « Enough, enough,” cried Mr. 'Bry- 


ant, I am anſwered; © I would not add 


to thy diſtreſs by a retroſpection of paſt. 


miſery for the univerſe! but I muſt 


leave you, to acquaint my wife, a very 


excellent woman, that I can now pre- 


ſent her with what ſhe has long viſhed 
for—loſe no time in preparing to leave 
this ſcene of horror, which has already 
too. much depreſſed your ſpirits; in a 
few hours ſhe will be with you—that in- 
terim” I ſhall dedicate to your ſervice, 
by endeavouring to ſoften the creditors, 
and put a top to any further diſturbance, 
from thoſe unfeeling men, who could 
for a moment. diſtreſs you with the idea 
of an 0. which i is not only er 
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from all humanity, but which can an- 
ſwer no end but that of revenge.” 
Ah, Sir,“ anſwered Terentia, how > 
am I oppreſſed with this generous beha- 
viour in a ſtranger; but Heaven is mer- 
eiful! and in our darkeſt moments, by 
its kind interpofition, reſcues us from 
deſpair— thus, on my knees, ſuffer me 
to ſhow that gratitude, which at this in- 
ſtant loads, as it were, my heart, and. 
obſtructs the avenues. of ſpeech ; but 
what words, were they lent me, could 
ſhew the high ſenſe which I have of 
this obligation —an nn which I, 
alas! can never repay “ 

« I am more than repaid by the ap- 
plauſe of my own heart,” ſaid Mr. 
Bryant, © as he raiſed her from the 
humble poſition in which ſhe had placed: 
herſelf; after which he withdrew, leav- 
ing Terentia, like one awakened from- 
a dream, for ſuch appeared all that had 
paſſed ſince ſhe took her haſt friendly 
leave the i evening of Mr. 

' BS. Hat- 
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Hatfield, who was at that period in per- er: 
fea health—whoſe kindneſs demanded 
all her eſteem, and for whom ſhe had 


always retained a filial regard. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER II. 


In which our heroine receives a vifit from 
a falſe friend, and leaves her preſent 
reſidence in the Aten . a true 
ONE. 


CARCE had our fair mourner pre- 

pared herſelf for her departure from 

this houſe of woe and defolation, when 

a neighbouring *ſquire,. of the name of 
Anſet, was announced. 

Gladly would ſhe have excuſed her- 
felf from ſeeing him; but as he was 
one of thoſe who had viſited. at Mr. 

_ Hatfield's, under the denomination of 
a friend, ſhe could not deny herſelf; 
and accordingly admitted him: into her 
e room, 

I am extremely ſorry (aid he as he 
entered followed by two hounds) to 
hear of your misfortune, Miſs Sack- 

Bo ville 
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ville—Poor.man! he was by much too 


good natured to live in this world —his 


heart was as tender as a chicken's. 1 
have ſeen him ſigh, when every other 
perſon in company was rejoicing, that 
we had caught a hare. He uſed to fay, 
de did not think it right to perſecute 
theſe innocent creatures (as if they were 
not ſent for our uſe) I know once he 
argued on this matter, till we loſt 
being in at the death, for which reaſon 


| 1 never after attended to his lectures of 


bumanity. *, | 
'« Compaſſion i is a heavenly. virtue,” 


ſaid Terentia, as the torture of her 
mind ſtood confeſſed, by the cryſtab 5 
tears which bedimned her eyes— I 
: have ſuſtained a loſs, Sir, which the world 


cannot repair.” 
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« Why, certainly,” yas 1 . 


-« it is diſagreeable circumſtance for a 


man to die inſolvent! When once gen- 
ülity has ſtole, as it were, into our 
minds, it requires no little reſolution ta 
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difcard it; but if you will not think me 
impertinent, I can inform you how you 
may keep up your conſequence, and ap- 
pear, in the world's eye, as gay as ever, 
as I really feel for the mortification you 
vill be liable to, in being obhged to de- 
ſcend, even in the article of dreſs.” 
Terentia was ſilent; yet ſhe felt the 
full force of this unfeeling harangue. 
The ſquire continued; © I have been 
thinking all this morning how you would 
fight your way through the world; now 
that you have loſt your protector; well 
knowing that, with your fine turned no- 
tions, you was not much fit for domeſtic 
affairs; and juſt as I had fixed on a plan, 
Sinda there (which is the beſt dog that 
ever followed a huntſman) gave me to 
know that ſomething was at hand; well, 
ſo for the preſent, I gave up the thought, 

and ſoon found puſs fitting; which I 
have brought here to your ladyſhip. 

+" SER bowed, though wb no means 
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gratified by this officious care in the 


*ſquire. 


After a pauſe of ten minates, 5 
ſquire proceeded Have you any ob- 


jections to waiting on aunt Tabitha; 
ſhe is to be ſure a little crabbiſh, or ſo; 


but ſhe is in the main a very good ſort 
of woman — and I am ſure ſhe will uſe 
you well on my account. Come, don't 
look fo grave; I intend, if you are of a 
grateful diſpoſition, to make you one 
day or other Mrs. Anſet—in the inte- 
rim, you ſhall find it worth your while 


to oblige me; you ſhall want for no- 


thing, I aſſure you, if. you will but re- 


turn my love. 
The looks of the fant: had: his 


words been leſs pointed, would have 


convinced Terentia of the full extent of 
his friendſhip, and ſhe cooly anſwered, 
« I am ſorry, Sir, the melancholy 


cave of this viſit ſhould have no other 
effect on your mind, than to encourage 


an inſult, which, I muſt own, I could 


never 


Ta 73 


never have ſuſpected from the rind of 
the late Mr. Hatfield.” 

« Well, well,” ſaid the Sire « don't 
be angry—luch airs as thoſe very little 
become you now—1I did not intend an 
affront—take time to conſider of the 
matter; and then, if nothing better of- 
fers, remember you need go no further 
than Anſet Grove, to find a very good 
friend, that's all' —at which words he 
whiſtled his dogs, and took his leave, to 
the no ſmall ſatisfaction of Terentia, 
who was ſitting, pondering with indig- 
nant contempt on this indelicate offer, 
when the carriage ſtopped at the door, 
and Mrs. Bryant made her appearance. 

This lady was yet but of the middle 
age; and it was evident, by the ſtill re- 
maining beauty of her perſon, that ſhe 
had, in her youth, been extremely hand- 
fome ; her addreſs was inſinuating, and 
her manners ſo very engaging, that the 
little world of her acquaintance were 

tempted to think her faultleſs—yet ſhe 
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"was by no means above human nature; 
her heart, though formed for benevo- 
tence, and eager to aſſiſt every object in 
diſtreſs, had a pride attending it, that 
could not brook the leaſt controul-ſhe 
expected, and thought ſhe had a right 
to expect, an implicit obedience from 
thoſe on whom ſhe beſtowed her fa. 
vours; and if once that obedience was 
forfeited, her friendſhip, if not inſtantly 
withdrawn, very rarely continued to 
burn with the ſame ardour et to thoſe 
of her equals, where cool reaſoning ſups 
pl ied. the place of obſtinate c ontroverſy, 
no one was more ready to give up a 
point, or more eaſily convinced pf an 
error in judgment. 

Such was the charaQteriſtic of Mrs. 
Bryant, who now alighted from her 
carriage, and who, with all the marks of 
a benevolent mind, embraced her new- 
found friend, telling her every thing 
Vas ready for her reception at Bryant 
Hall—ſhe e that Mr. Bryant had 


per- 
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perſuaded the creditors to come into à 
eompoſition, and that, ſhe hoped, every 
thing relative to Mr. Hatfield's affairs 
would paſs off in a manner much leſs | 
terrific than ſhe at firſt expecte. 

The gratitude of Terentia was ex- 
W in ſilence; but it was a ſilence 
which conveyed a more perfect idea of 
that, heaven-born! virtue, than the moſt, 
elaborate ſpeech could have done. 
Mrs. Bryant preſſed her to her boſom. 
 —* Be comforted, my dear, and look 
on me as your future friend; there is a 
ſweetneſs in your manner, that will 
make it impoſſible 1 n ever wi 
oldie! 36 ind. 

« Ah; Madam! li en, 
** do you encourage my drooping 
fpirits. -- Ves, cried ſhe, with energy, 
one laſt look on the protector of my: 
youth, and then adieu to this hoſpitable 
manſion for ever! Adieu too tothe 
the high raiſed hopes which onee poſs 
. my boſom, that che day would 


come, 
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come, when a real father would ſave his 
long neglected child from yah a bur- 
then to humanity.“ 

Mrs. Bryant, whoſe heart ſhared in 


che ſorrows of her young friend, led the 


weeping Terentia to the bed of the de- 
ceaſed, where, after ſuffering her to 


pour forth the hope of again joining 


him in the realms of bliſs, ſne, with 
ſome difficulty, forced her from a ſcene 
which had nearly n her of her 
reaſon. 

She then, with the" help of her own 
woman, put her into: the chariot—not 


chuſing to augment the perturbation of 


ber mind, by the- kind concern which 
was ſtrongly painted in the countenance 


of all the domeſtics, ordering this maid 
to ſollow them; and affuring the reſt of 
the fervants, that when the ſpirits: of 


their lady could better ſupport an inter- 


view, they ſhould be admitted at _ | 


ant Hall. | 
. found Mr. Bryant, who had 
al 


q 
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juft entered before them, Seiko in a 
meditating. poſture—he aroſe, however, 
on their entrance, and in the tendereſt 
manner bade his gueſt welcome—and , 
then, with marks of the higheſt. con- 
cern, he informed her, that the ſteward, 
| finding his accounts were likely to be 
looked into, had taken the opportunity 
of his abſence, to get off on a horſe, 
which had been ſaddled (for what reaſon 
the ſervants, till now, knew not) ever 
fince five in the morning; that the 
horſe had ſince returned, and that it 
was ſuppoſed the wretch Toy taken = 
on to London. 

Terentia ſhuddered with horror at the 
duplicity of Bankerton, and exclaimed; 
6 Good Heaven! what a leſſon does 
this afford to the world! Yet, Sir, vile 
as I fear he is, if it hurts not the intereſt 
of the creditors, I: could wiſh, on ac- 
count of his age, that he be ſuffered to 
ee che hand of ee N he is Wh 
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ty, there is a monitor within, that wilt 

amply revenge my wrongs.” | 
Lovely humane : Terentia!” cried 
Mr. Bryant, while a beam of joy en- 
lightened his countenance, «] rejoice 
to ſee, in an age like this, a young 
creature endowed with ſuch ſentiments of 
foul-cheering humanity—the' heart that 
can forgive injuries ſo flagrant, mult be 

a ee of meſtimable value.“ 

Indeed,“ ſaid Mrs. Bryant, r 
giaceful beauty, joined to ſweetneſs of 
manners, and a mind ſtored with every 
ſocial virtue, merits felicity, Miſs Sack- 
ville is juſtly entitled to/a large ſhare.”* 
That Emay merit ſuch encomiums,” 
anſwered Terentia, “ ſuffer me, deareſt 
Madam, to retire, and ſeek, from the 
proteftion of that Being, who hovers 
over erring humanity; a ſtrength of 
mind ſufficient to enable me to bear, as 
«I: ought this unexpected good fortune.“ 
„% Amiable unfortunate!” ſaid Mrs. 
Bryant, as ſhe left the room, © would 
. 
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that Henry had yet exiſted; a ſimilarity 


of ſentiments ſeem ſo to have marked 
their characters, that they could not but 
have rendered each other happy. 
. the mention of a ſon whom they 
had long mourned, and who had once 
promiſed them 0 1 the comfort which 
filial duty could inſure them, a heart- 
rending ſigh eſcaped the boſum of 
Mrs. Bryant, and wounded, like an ar- 
row new barbed, the ſympathiſing ſoul 
of the moſt amiable of men. 

When Terentia was ſummoned to 
dinner, ſhe found her benefators ſo ex- 
ceeding low, that her eyes aſked with 
tender ſolicitude che cauſe of their de- 
jection. 

We lament the loſs of a fon, ſaid Mrs. 
Bryant, whom five years ſince promiſed 
to inherit a mind hike yours! and whom 
your virtues have-recalled to our me- 
mory ! a cruel ſhipwreck tore him from 
our arms, and buried him, as we ſup= 
pole, in a watery grave. 


- 
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Terentia expreſſed her ſorrow for 
their loſs, and dinner being now brought 
in, a more general Convert took 
place; after which her time was em- 
ployed in conſulting a milliner and 
mantua-maker on that alteration in her 
dreſs which the death of her friend had 


now made necellary. 9 
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CHAPTER III. 


' 
In which ſome viſitors arrive, who cauſe 
much embaraſſment to our heroine. 


EREN TIA had n a month with 
her new friends, during which, 
their united efforts to drive every me- 
lancholy idea from her mind, had, in a 
great meaſure, reſtored it to a ſtate of 
ſerenity, when an —— * ar- 
rived at the hall. | 
Miſs Muſgrove was by no means a 
favorite with Mr. Bryant, as her mind 
wanted that poliſh and feminine attrac- 
tion, which, to the judicious eye, even 
ſurpaſſes the moſt finiſſied model of per- 
feftional beauty but as a diſtant rela- 
tion, ſhe was always entertained, with 
reſpect, when ever ſhe found herſelf 1 in- 
clined to viſit them. 
Mrs. Bryant Was, however, by no 
means 
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means gratified, when ſhe made her ap- 
pearance, well knowing, that the nar- 
rownels of her principles would ill brook 
either the rare perfedtions, which ſtood 
ronfeſſed in both the mind and perſon 
of Terentia, or the mortification the 
would daily experience, in finding ſhe 
ſtood ſo high in their-eſteem—ſhe be: 
ing one of thoſe characters, who can- 
not think | favourable: of any, whoſe 
beauty or endowments recommend them 
to a degree of conſequence, — * | 
themſelves rarely meet with. 

- Miſs Muſgrove ee e 
from her firſt entrance, with that ſcorn- 
Tul neglect, which gave Mrs. Bryant 
room to ſuppoſe ſne was no ſtranger to 
her dependant ſtate; and with a view 
of encouraging Terentia, who, ſhe fear- 
ed, would feel herſelf hurt at her ſuper. 
cilious carriage, ſhe took the firft oppor- 
tunity to introduce her as one who. was 
in the poſſeſſion of her moſt ardent af- 


we, and to whom ſhe expected from 
192888 every 
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every friend of her's, that reſpett to be 
paid her which was due to her merits. 
| A flaſh of conſcious ſhame now over- 
| {ſpread the face of Miſs Muſgrove, and 
ſhe replied, © certainly, ma'am, no friend 
is entitled to call your choice of ac. 
quaintance in queſtion; J declare, I 
did not obſerve the young perſon, or I 
ſhould not have been backward to have 
paid my compliments to her.“ 

« Herface,” cried Mr. Bryant, ſmil- 

ing, “ is by no means a common one, 
coz; I fancy, had a young gentleman 
been announced, inſtead of you, Miſs 
Sackville would have ſtood no chance 
of being overlooked.” 
Perhaps not, Sir,” anſwered Miſs 
Muſgrove bridling ; “ladies and gen- 
tlemen have their peculiar taſte in beau- 
ty and then turning to Mrs. Bryant, 
« pray, ma'am, don't you think of 
pending the enſuing winter in town?“ 

I had ſome thoughts,” replied Mrs. 
Bryant, * of giving up that excurſion; 

vol. le 5 but 


L 26 1 
but as Miſs Sackville is a ſtranger to 
the metropolis, I intend ſpending a few 


weeks there, for the purpoſe of giving 


her an idea of the world; not, as you 
may ſuppoſe, with an intent of modern- 
izing her into its egregious follies; but, 


on the contrary, to give her an higher 


reliſh for the ſocial and more innocent 
amuſements of rural life.“ 

Miſs Muſgrove anſwered, «“I know, 
ma'am, you are exceedingly partial to 
ruſticity,” glancing her eye at Terentia, 
with infinite chagrin. 

While that young * highly * 
at the diſtinction payed her by her kind 
benefaRreſs, ſuffered not the ſupercilious 
| airs of Miſs Muſgrove to wound her 
peace—why, thought ſhe, ſhould I ex- 
pect any one to be above human na- 
ture? and ſhall I not, were I inclined 
to take revenge, enjoy it more amply 
by forgiving, than deigning to notice 
her apparent ill-nature? I ſhall—and 


will ſo regulate my conduct in future, as 
| . 5-240 
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to make her conſcious, at leaſt, I de- 
ſerve not to be treated indignantly. 
Fortified with this rectitude of thought, 
when Miſs Muſgrove, the next morn- 
ing, ſignified her intention to walk in 
the park, Terentia, with the moſt affable 
ſweetneſs, “ ſaid ſhe was ready to at- 
tend her;“ and Miſs Muſgrove, not 
caring to offend Mrs. Bryant, either was, 
or pretended to be, gratified by the gen- 
tleneſs of her manners and aſered ci- 
i 
They had not walked more than half 
a mile from the houſe, when they ſaw a 
carriage drive up to it. 

Heavens!“ cried Miſs Muſgrove, 
in the higheſt good humour, “ how ex- 
ceeding lucky is this viſit! I have been 
dying to ſee Mr. Paulet Groveſby this 
twelvemonth—the world ſays, ſince his 
return from the continent; he is the moſt 
accompliſhed man in England—I hope 
he 1s alone, for Sir Paulet is the oddeſt 
old fellow—but as he is a diſtant rela- 

__ *  tiow 
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tion of my mother's, I am obliged to 

carry myſelf fair to him, although I. 
can't endure him.” | "T2 

“Pray what is his charager po ſaid 
Terentia— 

„Why, he is like 3 old n 
who have outlived themſelves! he is 
ſplenetick, diſtruſtful, and covetous to a 

 degree—I dare ſay he will be ſtruck 

with terror, leſt we ſhould cither of us 
have a thought of trepanning (for that 
is the idea he would form of the mat. 
ter) the heart of his only ſon.” 

A ͤam obliged to you for the hint, 
however,” ſaid Terentia, ſmiling, © as 
it will put me on my guard againſt giving 
him any reaſon to ſuſpe& me capable of . 
ſuch treacherous felony.” 

„Why, as to you, I ſhould ſuppoſe 
he would have little reaſon to be anxious 
about! Sir Paulet is in the poſſeſſion of 
eight thouſand a year. 

« T am extremely happy to 1 
it,” replied Terentia, « who felt the full 


29 1 


force of her meaning, as it would hurt 
me exccedingly to give pain to my bit- 
tereſt enemy, more eſpecially to any 
one whom Mrs. Bryant honours with 
her friendſhip. ay 

« Well,” replied Miſs Muforove, «I 
believe you may reſt aſſured your ſen- 
fbility will not be wounded ht way at 
leaſt; but, as a friend, I would adviſe 
you to guard againſt a ſucceptability, 
in favour of this amiable youth, which 
cannot, but in your ſituation, be pro- 
ductive of the moſt poignant anguiſh ; 
as want of fortune, had you the perfec- 
tions of an angel, would be a reaſon 
ſufficient to raiſe you a formidable ene- 
my in the old gentleman.” 

A ſhower of rain cauſed them; now 
to return to the houſe ; and gave Te- 
rentia time to ruminate on the groſs 
and indelicate behaviour of Miſs Muſ- 
grove. 

Ahl thought ſhe, as ſhe ducted her 
room, to vie off her cloak, how is the 
| „ mind, 


„ 

mind, when chilaved by the vtion 
chain of dependance, ſubjefted to the 
ſcorn of fortune's favourites be it my 
care to bear with patience thoſe things! 
nor ſuffer me; Oh Thou who haſt placed 
me in this abject ftate, to feel but for the 
weakneſs of human nature! 

When ſhe returned to the pavur, 
ſhe found therein Sir Paulet and his ſon; 
the former, on Mrs. Bryant's intro- 
ducing her young friend, condeſcended 
to ſay, with a ſtiff inclination of his 
head, © that ſhe was a modeſt looking 
young woman, and that he doubted not 
| her being deſerving of the Favours the 


received.” 

Terentia felt herſelf ſuſliciently 
humbled by this reception, and would 
moſt gladly have quitted the room, 
without a ſecond introduction; but cuſ- 
tom demanded this conformity to its 
rules; and while Miſs Muſgrove ſat 
tittering at her ſuppoſed ruſtic and un- 
informed manners, the ſame ceremony 
was 
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was paid to the young gentleman, who, 
either through the indelicate manner of 
his father, the rude behaviour of Miſs 
Muſgrove, or the uncommon attrattion 
of our heroine, felt himſelf in a ſtate 
of embaraſsment little inferior to her's ; 
he had, however, fortitude ſufficient to 
recover himſelf, in ſome degree, from 
his ſurpriſe; and with a countenance | 
expreſſive of that tenderneſs - which 
marked his character, ſaid he ſhould 
think himſelf honoured by the acquaint- 
ance of a young lady whom Mrs. TH 
ant ſo juſtly eſteemed. by 

Sir Paulet, who was ever anxious for 
the honour and dignity of his family, 
had obſerved, with concern, the con- 
fuſion of his ſon; and after wrapping 
(as was his cuſtom, when diſpleaſed) his 
under lip over his upper one, he, in a 
low voice, ſaid, 

« I by no means like that overt: 
ed compliment; it looks like the pre- 
lage of infatuation—I wonder Mrs. 

| C4 Bry- 
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Bryant ſhould think of introducing a 
girl like that to a perſon of rank and for- 
tune—ſhe is by much too handſome for 
the ſentimental heart of Paulet Groveſ- 
by—TI am extremely ſorry I paid this 
vane” 
Miſs Muſgrove, who had mürked, 
with equal chagrin, the manner of Mr.“ 
Groveſby, and who, with infinite plea- 
ſure, obſerved the turn in Sir Paulet, 
unwilling to let fo fair an opportunity 
{lip of gaining the muchenvied Terentia, 
at leaſt one enemy, now took out her 
. eau-de-luce, and, with the moſt pro- 
voking ſneer, walked up to young 
Groveſby, and ſaid, 

« Really, couſin Paulet, I am con- 
cerned to ſee you look ſo ill; the ride 
has abſolutely been too much for you— 
I declare you look as pale as death; do 
let me get you a glaſs of water, and ſend 
for your phyſician—he is excellent, you 
know, for diſorders of the——Lord, 


5 what was J going to ay—1 ſuppoſe you 
c would 
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would not have us think your diſorder 


was ſeated in your mind—yet, believe 


me, there is nothing like taking ſome- 
thing, by way of prevention, whatever 
you may think of the matter.“ 
Mr. Groveſby, who knew her diſpo- 


ſition too well, not to be ſenſible of her 


malicious intent, turned careleſsly from 


her, and without deigning to notice her 
harangue, began a converſation. with 


Mr. Bryant on politics; and Sir Paulet 


ſoon joining in his favourite topic, the 


ladies withdrew for the purpoſe of 
changing their dreſs, it being now near 
the hour at which the Fly uſually 


dined. 


C5 CHAP- - 
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CHAPTER Iv. 


; Con ſiſting of incidents truly mortifying. 


ITH different ſenſations they 
each entered their apartments 


E to a heart vindiQtive, as that of Miſs 


Muſgrove's, contempt, ſuch as Groveſ- 


of by's, was not to be forgot—ſhe had 


long formed hopes of captivating a man, 


vhoſe perſon poſſeſſed every attraction 
neceſſary to enſlave the female heart; 


and whoſe mind, not inferior to perſon, 


had gained him the eſteem of all who 


were honoured vith his acquaintance. 

To have thofe hopes cruſhed by the 
humble and inſignificant companion of 
Mrs. Bryant, gave her inexpreſſible tor- 
ture, and naturally ſtimulated her to re- 


paſſton, for the preſent, occupied her 
every thought. | 


« Yes!” 
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« Yes!” cried ſhe, exulting in the 
kope of ſucceeding, © I will cruſh the 
viper e'er it lures, by its ſubtle wiles, 
the man whom I cannot but love! the 

ſtings, which ſhe now points to my 
heart, ſhall turn to her own aſpiring 
boſom.” 

Far other thoughts, though not more 
tranquil, poſſeſſed the mind of Terentia 
—the tender and delicate manner with 
which young Groveſby had received 
her, and the flattering encomium he 
had paid her, on being honoured, “ as 
he ſaid,” by her friendſhip, when con- 
traſted with the haughty reception ſhe 
had met with from Mifs Muſgrove, and 
the ſtill more humiliating comments of 
the baronet, called forth that gratitude, 
which was the true characteriſtic of her 
foul! and ſhe was thinking, with all the 
artleſſneſs of one unpractiſed in deceit, 
bow to . ſhow, with propriety, that 
heavenly propenfity—when the dif. 
courſe, which had paſſed between Miſs 

. 1 Mul- 
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Muſgrove and herſelf, ruſhed into her 
mind, and marred the bright idea. | 
«Oh no,” ſhe cried, “it muſt not 
be! gratitude, in my ſituation, may be 
productive of the moſt poignant miſery; 
and though I have ſome reaſon to think 
this prediction comes not from a friend, 
yet it ſtrikes me ſo like a truth, that I 
VwWoill profit by its n probabi- 
lity. & 
The refleQtions which aroſe from her 
dependant ftate, did. not ſuffer her, 
when ſummoned to dinner, to appear 
with that cheerfulneſs which ſhe thought 
herſelf obliged to ſhow to her kind be- 
nefaQreſs; and fearing, left Mrs. Bry- 
ant ſhould notice her dejeftion, ſhe 
withdrew, as ſoon as ſhe could with pro- 
priety, and went to viſit a fick perſon, 
to whom Mrs. Bryant had n been a 
friend. 
When ſhe came to the cottage, ſhe 
found, ſetting by the bed fide, Mrs. 
Tabitha Onſet; * as ſhe did not 
know 
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know but ſhe had particular buſineſs 
with the invalid, after putting into the 
hands of the poor woman, the donation 
with which Mrs. Bryant had intruſted 
her, ſhe was about to return, when the 
lady, who had felt herſelf ſeriouſly af- 
fronted at her refuſal (for ſuch the 
*ſquite, vexed at his diſappointment, to 
her had repreſented it) to attend 6n her 
perſon, in accents not the moſt melo. 
dious, addreſſed her 

80, Miſs Terentia, you cooghi 

proper to refuſe the protection I offered 
you truly, I wiſh you don't repent it 
before long -the family of the Onſets 
are not of yeſterday; though they don't 
keep a carriage, as ſome people do, they 
might perhaps have had it in their power 
to have rendered. you as much ſervice as 
them there foreigners, which you have 
thought proper to prefer.” . 

« Terentia,”* equally ſurpriſed, and 
vexed at this unexpected ſalutation, 
reiterated “ foreigners! Madam, I real- 

: EL | 


ll I 
ly cannot underſtand your meaning; 
and with regard to the offer of being 
your ſervant, I had not the leaſt idea it 
had your concurrence; neither was 1 
at liberty to accept your well meant 
kindneſs, being, at the time it was of- 
fered, engaged to put myſelf under the 
protection of my preſent benefactreſs.“ 
And pray,“ replied Mrs. Tabitha, 
« what fortune does your kind. bene- 
fattreſs intend to give you? ſhe will do 
you-a very great injury, if ſhe does not 
put it in your power, to ſupport. the fine 
lady —the continuanee of which, in 
my opinion, is quite out of the queſtion 
— had you come to me, I ſhould have 
endeavoured to have made you capable 
of getting your bread 1 would have 
taught you to clear- ſtarch, make a pud- 
ding, &c. Kc. but now you will be of 
no uſe in the world to the community, 
and all your time will, no doubt, be 
ſpent in reading romances - and making 


a gingle at your harpſichord or ſpinnet, 
or 


C 39 J 

or the like. I think if Mr. Hatfield had 
put you to a mantua-maker or quilter, 
or ſomething in which you could have 
picked up a living, he would have ated 
more juſtly, than to leave you thus 
a burthen to e h . . 
knows.“ | 

« Tf the cruelty of my ban Mann 

ſubjects me to indignity, Oh do not 
think yourſelf juſtified in a reflection 

on my deceaſed benefactor, whoſe 

_ troubles chiefly aroſe from an eaſineſs 
of diſpoſition, which rendered him a 

{ dupe to the artifice of thoſe whom his 
own goodneſs of heart had made him 
think worthy of his confidence.“ 

« If you mean the ſteward, he was 
ſerved right enough. I wonder whe- 
ther I ſhould have had it in my power 
to have given my nephew five thouſand | 
pounds, if I had truſted any one but 

myſelf to manage my affairs,” replied . - 
Mrs. Tabitha. | 
Terentia prudently * up an argu» 


ment, 
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ment, which ſhe knew would be ſup- 
ported in vain, Mrs. Tabitha Onſet be- 
ing too tenacious of her own Judgment, 
to bear oppoſition from any one, much 
leſs from a girl whom ſhe confidered as 
ſo much her inferior; and euntelying, 
took her leave in filence. 

With flow and ſolitary ſteps me was 
ruminating on her former and preſent 
ſtate, when ſtopping at a ſtile, which 
commanded a view of her late reſidence, 
ſhe involuntarily exclaimed, Ah! where 
are thoſe hours of pleaſure flown, which 
marked the epoch of my infant ſtate 
who would wiſh to arrive at matu- 
rity, if all, like me, experienced: A change 
ſo dark! 

„Who would not,“ cried a voice 
from behind the hedge, “ willingly ſub- 
mit to mortifications, which are but the 
mere productions of envy, to be miſtrefs 

of half thoſe charms which you poſſeſs!” 

Struck with amazement, Terentia 
turned to ſee to whom ſhe was indeÞbt- 

ed 
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ed for this perth compliment, when the 
form of young Groveſby added to her 
confuſion “ Good heavens!” thought 
ſhe, © ſurely my evil genius this day 
purſues me! ſhould Mifs Mufgrove, 
or Sir Paulet, be informed of this in- 
terview, notwithftanding it is thus ac= 
cidental, how would the one be ſtimu- 
| lated to revenge, and how would the 

other be incenſed at the humble TOs | 
rentia.˙ 

Groveſby, in whoſe heart were cen- 

tered every cardinal virtue, ſaw, and 
not without emotion, the terror of our 
heroine—and in a voice which ſpoke 
at once his delicacy and reſpe&, with- 
out moving a ſtep, or waiting for an 
anſwer, proceeded: 
Forgive, deareſtMadam, the effuſions 
of an heart ill ateaſe—from me you have 
nothing to dread—would I could in 
any way contribute to the felicity of 
fuch excellence! he pauſed every 
good office, however,“ he continued, 
. | « within 
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within the power of Groyeſby, you 


may command ; for, reſt aſſured, your 


virtues and your ſituation, without one 


intereſted view, have fixed me the ſin- 
cereſt of your friends! 

Gratified and relieved by this # 76 
covery of his ſentiments, | Terentia, af- 


ter thanking him for the high mark of 


reſpe& which he had ſhewn her, fear- 
ful of being diſcovered, tripped with 


haſty ſteps towards Bryant Hall; and it 
was not, till ſhe had got within a few 


yards of the houſe, that ſhe turned her 


head, to ſee if Mr. Groveſby had left 


the ſpot - but how was ſhe again terri- 
fied, wken ſhe obſerved him ſtanding 
in th ſame. attitude in which ſhe left 


him—and at a little diſtance Sir Paulet 
and Mik- Muſgrove, apparently mark- 


ing, with ſcrutinizing eye, his unuſual 


dejection. 5 


LVoung and inexperienced.” as ſhe was, 


; ſhe had diſcernment ſufficient to diſ- 
cover a ſtorm was 5 GRECO Ges and ſuch a 


One 


* 
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one as might, in all probability, bereave 
her of her kind benefactreſs how to 
evade it, ſhe knew not to endeavour 
to convince either Sir Paulet or Miſs 
Muſgrove, that this meeting was acci- 
dental, appeaxed no leſs impracticable 
than humiliating; ſhe might indeed juſ- 
tify herſelf to the Bryants; but then 
the fear of diſturbing the harmony which 
had long ſubſiſted between them and 
Sir Paulet, rendered that thought a- 
bortive. Again, her eye involuntarily. 
turned to the ſpot on which, Groveſby 
ſtood— and again it diſcovered him 
rooted to the ground not ſo the en- 
vious Miſs Muſgrove—ſhe was eagerly 
pointing out the 7220 cauſe of his 
„„ 

Hurt at every ang conjecture of 
what the event of this meeting might 

be, ſhe entered the houſe, and finding 
Mr. and Mrs. Bryant had ſtrolled into 
the garden, ſhe retired to her OWN 
room. 


To 
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To divert her melancholy, Terentia 

had taken up the tragedy of Tancred 
and Sigiſmunda; and while ſhe was 
ſympathizing with thoſe unfortunate 
lovers, a thundering rap at the door 
announced the baronet's return, and 
foon after ſhe heard her benefactreſs 
come in from the garden. | 
To abſent herfelf, would look as if 
ſhe was confcious of the deſign, which, 
ſhe doubted not, would be attributed to 
her, of attracting the notice of Mr. 
Groveſby ; ſhe therefore haſtened down; 
but juſt as ſhe had deſcended the ſtair- 
cafe, hearing the baronet ſtamping with 
paſſion, ſhe ſtopped while that gentle- 
man expreſſed himſelſ to Mrs. Bryant, 
with great violence, in the following 
words: 

« Tis juſt as I conjeftured! I aw 
how it would be the moment ſhe was 
introduced! J muſt own, couſin Bry- 
ant, I take it very unkind—you would 
have been forry to have a ſon of your 
* | own 
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ownſo trepanned—for 'tis *** (as Miſe 
Muſgrove ſays) the little ſyren flung 
herſelf in his way—nay, any judicious | 
eye might have obſerved he fat on 
thorns, from the time ſhe left the room, 
till he followed her,” 5 

« For heaven's ſake!” cried Mr. 
Bryant, what do you mean, Sir Pau- 
let, and how have I offended you "op 

« How!” reiterated the baronet, ftick- 
ing his arm a-kembo—* why, by intro- 
ducing to my family that ſpecious lit- 
tle gipſy, which your high flown no- 
tions of gaining the character of a phi- 
lanthropiſt, I ſuppoſe, ſtimulated you 
to take under your protection] caught 
them juſt now together; he, ſimpleton, 
as he 1s, ſtanding inanimate as the ſtatue 
at the bottom of your garden, and ſhe, 
leaning, with all the art of her ſex, to 
obſerve his motions—and if they tend- 
ed to the noticing her all aſpiring 
charms! if you muſt make your houſe 
2 caravanſera for every needy outcaſt, 

who 
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who offers itſelf to view, you ſhould at 
leaſt let them appear in their true light 
but this girl is drefſed out like a 
ducheſs! I wonder not at Miſs Muſ- 
grove's difliking her—ſhe is fit for no- 
thing in the world but to create envy in 
her own ſex, and to ſet reaſon and paſ—- 
fion at variance in the heart of every 
man who ſees her; in ſhort, I find her 
preſence ſo incompatible with the peace 
of my family, that either ſhe, or my ſon, 
muſt inſtantly leave this houſe.” 
I am ſorry to ſee human nature ſo 
liable to the baleful - paſſion of envy, 
ſaid Mrs. Bryant, darting a look of diſ- 
pleaſure at Miſs Muſgrove, (whom, from 
the latter part of the baronet's ſpeech, 
ſhe conſidered as the real cauſe of all 
this anger) © but Miſs Sackville ſhall 
no more offend! ſhall no more be in- 
ſulted! ſhe ſhall for a time at leaſt quit 
this houſe, which cannot, at preſent, 
but be produQtive of the greateſt diſ- 


quiet to ſuch a mind as her's—you, Sir 
Paulet, 


„ 

Paulet, have a right to be made eaſy by 
thoſe who have experienced your friend- 
ſhip; but, here, turning to Miſs Muſ- 
grove, I did not expect ſuch arrogance! 
nor ſuch premeditated officiouſneſs, to 
traduce the character of one, whoſe vir- 
tues will render her an object of regard 
to the worthy, though they are too con- 
fpicuous for little minds, whoſe optics 
can no more endure the blaze of per- 
fections which they cannot attain, than 
they can behold the ſun in its full meri- 
dian luſtre.” | 

Mou are very obliging, madam,” 
ſaid the baronet; and though I cannot 
bear ſhe ſhould draw away my ſon, I 
ſhould be ſorry to injure her in the eln 
of ſo nice a diſtinguiſher.” 

Terentia, fromthe foregoing diſcourſe, 
conſidering her preſence would but ag- 
gravate the haronet's paſſion, returned 
to her room, where Mrs. Bryant, in 
whoſe heart glowed all that ſympathy 
U the molt exalted friendſhip could 
4 „ inſpire, 
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inſpire, ſoon followed; and after giv- 
ing her the moſt ſolemn aſſurance of 
her continued friendſhip, to prevent 
her being farther inſulted, propoſed her 
going to a particular friend of her's, ſixty 
miles diſtant, for a few weeks, when ſne 
ſhould again meet her with renewed ad- 
miration, after being confined to com- 
pany, ſhe could not but be diſpleaſed 
with, though obligations rendered it ne- 
ceſſary that the baronet ſhould be made 
. 
Teretia having acceded to this pro- 
poſal, took an affectionate leave of her 
benefactreſs, and employed the reſt of 
the day in preparing for her en 
the next morning. 
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CHAPTER v. 


T co was my peeping from thb | 
purple clouds, and its radiance pro- 
miſed a fine day, when Terentia left her 
l bed, in order to prepare for her journey 
to Northampton a ſolemn ſadneſs had 
invaded her whole frame; nor had the 
pearly tear left her downeaſt eye, when 
Mrs. Bryant's woman entered with 
breakfaſt. I am concerned, ſhe ſaid, 
Mrs. Ann, to be the means of breaking 
the friendſhip between Sir Paulet 
Groveſly and this hoſpitable family ; but 
ſincerely hope my abſence may conci- 
 liate the now apparent breach. 

Fear not, madam, ſaid the maid, but 
goodneſs will meet its reward -e are 
taught to pray for our enemies —but, 
for my part, I cannot help ſinning in 
this particular; and though, to be ſure, 
vor. 1. D . Mils 
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Miſs t has not ended me, 
and always when ſhe meets me, ſays, 
how do you do, Miſs Ann, and all that 
—yet, for the life of me, I cant help 
deſpiſing her and all her ways—ſhe was 
always as proud as Lucifer, and as ill- 
natured to; and when my ſiſter lived 
there, ſhe had liked to have run away 

with an officer; and now, if the truth 
was known, ſhe likes Mr. Groveſpy— 
-and knowing that ſhe can have' no 
ehance, while ſuch an handſome lady as 
you are near him, has put all her wits 
together to part you. I know my poor 
miſtreſs will take on ſadly when you 
are gone — for many a time ſhe told me 
D ſays ſhe, Nanny, T never had but one 
child, and 1 do not think I had a greater 
affettion for him than I have for Mifs 

Sackville, ns 

This was indeed a cordich to the heart 
of Terentia, to find herſelf ſo great a fa- 
vorite with Mrs. Bryant, and to leave 


"ny" whole — of which ſhe knew 
Mrs. 


E 3 

Mrs. Ann to be the echo, prepoſſeſſed 

in her favour, cheered her beyond ex- 

_ preſſion, and ſhe left the houſe with to- 
terable compoſure. 

Great part of her journey was wich- 
out incident, but within a few miles of 
Northampton, the ſtage, in paſſing them, 
broke down in it was a young gentle- 
man, whoſe ſituation and appearance 
intereſted her in his favour. The coach- 
man aſſured him the coach could; not 
de moved till it was mended. The 
poſtilion's coumtenance conveyed his 
wiſhes to aſſiſt the diſtreſſed gentleman; 
and the ſoftened heart of Terentia 
_ cauſed her involuntarily to beg his ac- 
ceptance of a place in her chaiſe. He 
gladly complied with her polite requi- 
fition, and by his intelligent converſa- 


tion (though it was tinctured with the | 


traits of ſofteſt melancholy) ſhe enjoyed 

-a reſpite-to her own diſagreeable feel. 

ings. It is natural for the ſoul of fym< 

PURA tO: de a little curious — the fate of 
an an 


1 
an objett thus circumſtanced, Terentia, 
by the ſame involuntary impulſe which 
made him her companion, now enquired | 
if he was going to make any ſtay at 

Northampton. | | 
No, madam, he 8 I am only 
going there on buſineſs—if it ſhould 
not anſwer my purpoſe, I ſhall then make 
the . beſt of my way to Bath. Teren- 
tia, now thinking a farther inveſtigation 1 
would be rude, began to talk on the 
weather; and the gentleman, whoſe at- 
tention, by the help ofa teleſcope, was 
fixed on a wild honeyſuckle, on which 
a bee was ſipping nature, exclaimed! 
ſee that inſet, madam, how it leaves 
that beauteous flower in poverty! [yes, 
it has acted the chimic; while it extracts 
che pure eſſence - the droſs is neglected 
—ſo it has happened by ſome of our 
flirſt authors, whoſe ideas have furniſh- 
ed mental food for the great, while his 
powers of invention have been deadened, 


not quickened by the penurious gripe of 
pinching 


e 
pinching poverty! He then put the 
teleſcope in his pocket, and with a bluſh 
of confuſion, cried, good God! madam, 


what entertainment is this - how ready 


is the mind to run into itſelf!—“ In- 
deed, Sir,” ſaid Terentia, „I am in- 
finitely obliged to you for drawing mine 


from itſelf; and am ſuch an admirer of 


nature, and fuch an eneny to | the op- 
preſſive meaſures which too often at- 
tend and depreſs real merit, that I'could 


hear your definitions on the ſubje& - 


very long, without een at __ 


 prolixuty. „„ = 


'« Theſe ſubjects are too trite, my 
dear madam, for the faſhionable world 
—though they may admit of much va- 
riation, they will not now entertain; 
and after all, what is the depreſſion of a 


ſingle individual, when compared to a 


national calamity. How happy are we, 


madam, fafely lodged in this land of 


liberty ; and how gladly would the mo- 
narch of France join our party, eould 
| D 3 ne 
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tal 


be quit the progreſſive ill which now 
await him. 

« But, alas, chere is ſo 1 a ix 
(he continued) of human life that pafles 
in a ſtate contrary to our inclinations, 
that one of the principal topics of moral 
inſtruction, is the art of bearing diſap- 
pointment and calamities; and as evil 
is ſo interwoven in our preſent exiſt- 
ance, it is neceſſary for every man to 
furniſh bis mind with fuch principles as 
may enable him to act under it with 
propriety, decency, and reſignation.? 

« I have always thought, Sir,“ an- 
ſwered Terentia, © that he who bears 


; patiently, and without murmuring, the 
real calamities of life, is a jewel worthy 


to be placed in the moſt poliſhed traits 


of humanity, though, according to the 
courſe of things kere, they are generally 


confined to its darkeſt ſhades ! 
e Juſt as true,“ ſaid the gentleman; ; 


but where did ſo young a mind im- 


bibe thoſe notions.” From the beſt 
R FW. 


Edi ot 
of friqnds,”” ae our fair traveller 

„but, alas! I have now loſt him.“ 

. The power of ſympathy had en- 
forced the inclinations of our travellers: 
to wiſh for an explanation of each other's 
circumſtance; but urbanity on the ſide 

ol the gentleman, and delicacy. on tha. 
of the lady, forbade a farther inveſtiga< 
tion—ſo they reached Northampton en- 
tirely ignorant of the matter; and after 
politely; thanking Terentia for her car 
riage, the gentleman took his leaye. 


4. CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VI. 


The arrival of fome viſitors, with a ball. 


RS. Dartford received the friend 
of Mrs. Bryant with that kind 
cordiality which always afures a frapg- 
er ſhe is welcome. 5 
The whole town vas preparing for 
the races, and Terentia paſſed the firſt 
week very agreeably in viſiting the 
_ * neighbours of her friend; a race was 
alſo a ſpecies of entertainment entirely 
new ſhe looked forward, therefore, to 
it with a degree of expettation, almoſt 
bordering on impatience ; and was hap- 
py to hear, by a letter which Mrs. Dar- 
ford received, that their ſociety was go- 
ing to be enlivened by the arrival of 
ſome London friends yet in the midſt 
ol this hurry her mind often ſtrayed to 
the 85 ſunſhine af Bryant Hall— 
| and 


* 


00-8 1 
and as often traced in idea ne of 
her departed friends! 
On the firſt day of the race; in a 
poſt-chaife arrived our citizens; but 
their manners and behaviour ſerved. 
only to diſappoint the hi gh-raiſed, ex- 
peQations of Terentia, who, not know 
ing their pedigree, ſuppoſed them reſi- 
| dents of the court end of the metrgpo-. 
lis. Mr. Holman was a capital'tradeſ- 
man in the Minories; had ſaved a pret- 
ty income; but, like too many of his, 
predeceſſors, had retired to his country ; 
houſe,” before he had ſaved a, capital 
large enough to ſupport it—lo that now. 
his children was grown up, and wanted. 
| ſettingout in the world he had little to. 
give them, and was obliged to. be con- 
tent with a jaunt to Northampton races: 
once in the year, inſtead of kicking up: 
a duſt every Sunday to his * on 
e He Common. „ fr net}. 
Mrs. Darford and, Terentia vent on. 
the race _ ground in. her own chaiſe. 
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Mr. Holman, his two daughters, and a 


nephew, who was intended for the law, 


figured away in that they came'in. 
Teꝛrentia was much noticed by the 
enleben of the turf, as ſoon as her 


party entered the race ground; and juſt 
before the laſt heat was began, a gentle- 


man R of Mrs. Darford's acquaintance | 


put into her hand ſome tickets for the 
ball, which was to be given by a noble 
lord, at the Peacock inn in the eve 
ning. ee 

The young . were < highly-e "ſl 
light ed with the preſent, and hurried 


down their tea, in order to prepare 


themſelves for the felicity which they | 


expected from their evening diverfion. 
Our heroine no ſooner entered the 
ball, than a buz of admiration ifſued 


from the company in general; and, be- 


fore ſhe had time to ſeat herſelf, a very 
handſome young Fentleman, plain, but 
elegantly Ev, e the ns 1 
ber had. 


The 


The two young ladies, who accom- » 
panied her, were alſo taken out, Mils - 
Holman by the gentleman who preſent. - | 
ed the tickets, and Miſs Patty, by her 
couſin na who alſo reſided in Lon- 
den. 

When hs firſt lite was over, Mr. 
Fiſhton © aſked his partner what be 
thought of a country ball??? 3 

. Why it is rather better than 1 „ 
pected— really the company ſeems quite 
tolerable, conſidering the diſtance from 
town; I declare I did not expect to ſeg; 
ſa many.genteel Rappers in __ a oy” * 
as Northampton. 7 

But they are W na * 


what a difference between the minuets 
| here, and thoſe that are walked at my 
Lord Mayor s ball—there's life!- there's 
ton! .it is ſome pleaſure ſo ſee dancing -- 
in ſuch. high :perfeQion—and then to 
hear the witty things and fmart repar- 
tees that fall from the nobility, who 
grace the Manſion Houſe on the ninth+ 
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df November Ah! it is raviſhing Be- 
yond conception!“ anſwered. Mr. Co 
ton. 
Oh, for e s fake,”* cried Miſs. 
5 Panty, don't mention it the bear idea 
of that charming place fills me with ex 
45 taſy f and reflects ſuch honours on gen- 
teel life, chat really it makes this little 
hop appear totally inſignificant.” - - 
Lord, ma' am, anſwered: Mr a F * 
ton, « do you think to meet with gen 
teel people in Northampton | tis very 
well in a. place ſo eountryfied, that ou 
are able to underſtand. their dialect. 
| The young gentleman, who danced: | 
with Terentia, and who had heard the 
above diſcourſe of the citizens; en- 
quired of his fair partner, if he e 
ladies were her filters ? by 
No, Sir; they axe intire W 
to me; I never ſaw either of them till- 
1 yeſterday ; they are the friends of the 
og at whoſe houſe 0 at: e ep re- 
25 ZE e 1 thought, 


1 
I thought, he replied, I was not miſ= 
taken; your whole 1 beſpeaks | 
your of a different rank. 
M.iſs Patty put up her bp; _ ſaid to 
Mr. Fifhton, with a ſneer, pray don't 
you think to deſpiſe this little aſſembly, 
for there are people here, it ſeems, who 
poſſeſs the art of phyſiognomy in ſo 
great a degree, as to diſcover that we 
are deficient in rank! ha, ha! I won- 
der whether we ſhall ſee as many ſtars 
here as graced her ladyſhip*s ball laſt 

Eaſter Monday; if I am not of rank 
myſelf, I muſt own I love to figure 

away with thoſe that are; and if I did 
not, I fancy our deficieney in that point 
would not to-night cane us to bla at 
our inferiority. 

The word rank; 0 it had We no 
means ruffled the mind of Terentia, as 
it had done that of che abovementioned 

young lady, had been produktive of an 
unpleaſing ſenſation in her breaſt; ſhe 

dreaded being — on a ſubjeR, 
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which ſhe - herſelf was a ſtranger to, 
- having never been acquainted with: 
i more of her hiſtory, than that ſhe was the - 
SY daughter of a gentleman, whoſe name 
was Sackville, who went to the Weſt 
Indies to cultivate a -plantation which - 
had been left him by a relation; and 
that after the firſt two years he had never 
been heard of; from which circum- 
ſtance, it had been ſtrongly ſuſpeRed by 
Mr. Hatfield, that the climate had coſt 
him his life; and ſhe was not ſorry, 
when two gentleman attracted the at- 
tention of her partner, and gave her an 
opportunity to aſk Mrs. Darford, if ſne 
did not think it a very ſplendid ball“ ? 
That lady had juſt time to anſwer in 
the affirmative, when the rms re- 
turned, and with him the other two, 
ane of vm as in accents of ſur= 
pride, .. 5 I 21093 6d om: . 
I By W my Lord, you bare 
= engaged a moſt lovely paribert. pro . 


& 3 
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teſt ſhe is the fineſt woman in the 
room.“ 

cc Von aid I, Sir William,” WP? | 

ed the nobleman, in a loud whiſper, ſel- 
dom differ in our opinions with regard 
to the fair, but have a little mercy on 
the reſt of the ladies; you have by this 
unguarded expreſſion, abſolutely tranſ- 
formed one half of the ſmiling god- 

deſſes into objects of D e 
Really, my Lord, ſo much perfec- 
tion tranſported me, as it were, out of 
myſelf — however, I muſt return to my 
partner, or her Ladyſhip will have rea- 
ſon to call my politeneſs in queſtion,” ? 
Miſs Patty and Mr. Fiſnton were too 
much confounded, on the diſeovery of 
their inability of judging from appear- 
ances, to continue longer in the dance; 

thev, therefore, fat doun in a corner of 

the room unnoticed, while Terentia felt 

| herſelf at once ſurpriſed, nn woe 
embaraſſed. 
The high rank of ber nes, though 

it 


8 


1 
i flattered her vanity, cauſed her again 
to look back on. thoſe moments, when 
paternal protection was not denied her 
that parent too might ſtill live, or he 
might have died in the poſſeſſion of 
thoſe treaſures, which ſhe now ſaw would 
be neceſſary appendages to her entrance 
into the world. A figh eſcaped her, as 
in ſecret, ſhe uttered a wiſh that ſhe 
might be exempted from revealing her 
humble ſtation, while the nobleman. 
marked with concern her diſcompoſure ; 
and whether from motives of delicacy; 
or any other cauſe, is uncertain; but 
he appeared reſerve the reſt of the eve- 
ning, nor required her addreſs, when. 
the ball was over, as ſhe ſuppoſed he 
would, in order to enquire after ber 
er the next day. 
This nobleman had married, from in- 
; teibfted views, the ward of his late fa- 
ther, a rich Weſt India heireſs. He had 
long found the chain of matrimony un- 


eaſy ; but t tenacious of the world's eſ- 
f teem, 


£65 1 
teem, he had ever been ſtudious to keep 
up appearances; and he was thought by 
his acquaintance to be a kind indul- 
gent huſband : but the. charms of our 
heroine had awakened him to ſuch a 
ſcene of miſery, that on his return 
home, his diſtant civility was converted 
into cage and unconquerable dil- 
like. | 
His ay whoſe” perſon was far from 
5 attriBing, hadamind too haughty to con- 
deſcend to try by the fofter graces of her 
ſex, to conciliate thoſe affeQions, which 
it was too evident were taking their flight 
to ſome more favoured fair one; ſhe had 
too, by her long reſidence in the Weſt 
Indies been taught to look on the ſpirit 
of revenge, rather as a virtue to be eul- 
tivated, than a vice to be repelled—it 
was no wonder, therefore, that wich a 
diſpoſition ſo unamiable, ſhe now re- 
turned, with the higheſt indignity, the 
diſreſpectful behaviour of her Lord; 
and determined, in ber mind, to ſeek 
FLEE tba 
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chat happineſs in ſeparate parties, which 
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in his company appeared. to bei incom 
patible; 7 

Mrs. Darford had. TIL; We no- 
bleman was not happy in his marriage; 


ſhe had therefore kept a ſtrict eye on 


him and her fair gueſt the whole eve- 
ning, and was not a little alarmed to 

obſerve the turn in his Lordſhip's be- 
haviour, nor ſorry when the company 
broke up: and gave her an · opportunity 
of relating his unfavourable e to-. 
her young friend. 


his L was ie aal ae - 
to find ſhe was in no danger of any far-. 
ther interrogation concerning her fami- 
hy). dropped a tear, of ſympathy, that a 


* couple ſo young ande bern to drag. 


on a life of diſcord, inſtead of enjoying. 

that true felicity, which every. one who. 

enters the ſtate, hopes to experience. 
While Miss Patty, looking ſignifi- 


ee at Fiſhton, oried, dont be caſt. 


downs, 


C6 ] 


down, Miſs, if you have a particular 
penchant for a title; I know Mr. F iſh. 
ton can introduce you to one at our 
next Buck's ball. Pray, ma'am, to 
Mrs. Darford, what is the title of this 
favoured Adonis. 

« Surely | replied,” Mrs. Darford; 
* Miſs. Sackville may be endued with 
humanity, - without being cenſured for 
ideas, which I dare ſay are foreign to 
her heart.. 

e Perhaps 9,” faid Ilie Putty: 5 hes 
you have not, my dear ma'am, reſolved 
my queſtion, and. I am. dying. with cus 
rioſity.· 175 1 
. W called hook 1 

grave; but he is expected very ſoon to. 
take up another title, on account of a. 
large fortune being left. him on that 
condition,” 

“ hope,“ ſaid Miſs Holmen to Te- 
rentia, C you vill treat. my wiſe ſiſter's 
inſinuations with the contempt they de- 
ſerve; are is one of thoſe beings who 
receives - 


receives happineſs by ridiculing, what 
Jhe thinks the foibles of others, without 
once conſidering the very conſpicuous 


light i in which her own appear.“ 


« A piece of French wiſdom, if you 
pleaſe, ſiſter gravity,” cried Miſs Patty, 
e and every one knows ey exceed us 
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in ſound policy.“ 


« Tis no ſuch wing! pos: anſweted Mr. 
Holman, in a pet, © they ſucceed in 
making the Engliſh dupes to their foi- 
bles; but as to ſound policy, and all 
The Baſtille was 

their theatre of politics; and now that 
is no more, all their political govern- 


that, where is it now ? 


ment is ſinking to the ground.“ 


Sir, returned Fiſhton, for my part, I 
think the city of London poſſeſſes more 
found policy than the whole French 
 kingdom—are we not free agents? do 
we not write, ſay, and do any thing we 
chuſe? the rights of an Engliſh conſti- 
tution enables us to ſet the indiſcretions 
af our ſupertors in their true light with 


im- 
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impunity—our print ſhops are now be- 
come ſeminaries of diſcipline, and 
ſcourges to all orders of beings, from 
the peer to the humble ſhoe black. 
« As to theſe here print ſhops,” re- 
plied Mr. Holman, «© I am no advocate 
for; I ſee no manner of uſe they are of, 
except to make people ſpend their time 
in gaping at what does not belong to 
them; our legiſlature would do well to 
conſider. their pernicious effects the 
morals of our youth may well be dege- 
nerated, when ſuch ſcenes of immora- 

lity are daily preſented to their view.“ 
Mrs. Darford obſerved, © that hu- 
man nature could as little bear indul- 
gence as it could brook tyranny ; and 
that the generality of the Engliſh might 
be compared to an over indulged child, 
whoſe paſſions a too lenient parent had 
ſuffered to predominate!] that prudence, 
wiſdom, and morality, ſeemed, as it 
were, ſhrinking under the more preva- 
lent 


L v4 
tent and pernicious propenſiti ties of lux- 


ury and diſſipation. 
Theſe here painters are an idle ſet of 
vagrants, cried Mr. Holman, and it were 
- better they were employed in fome bu- 
fineſs that would be of uſe to the 
community. Why there is Somerſet 
Houſe! I know a friend of mine, who 
wiſhes it at Mount Etna—not a ſtroke 
of work can he get done during the time 
it is open, becauſe, forſooth, his jour- 
neyman (and for that reaſon his appren- 
tice) have taken it into their heads to be 
fond of the art. and ſo no ſooner is his 
back turned, than down go the ham- 
mers; and colours, bruſhes, and the 
like, are handled with all that aſſiduity 
vhich ought to be applied to a trunk or 
a box, or what not —all a parcel of flim 
flam nonſenſe, and will i in time put a 
ſtop to trade in general; our ſons will 
be too refined, forſooth, to tread in the 
ſteps of their fathers, and buſineſs will 


be entirely aboliſhed. 
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de If,” anſwered Mrs. Darford, “the 
-Tiſe and progreſs of the fine arts are 
omens, as many ſuppoſe, of declining. 
affluence in a ſtate, England indeed now 
appears to be haſtening towards it An 
fall.“ 
The elock now ſtriking three, this 
little party took leave of each other, 
and retired to their reſpeQive apart 
ments to indulge that repoſe, which the 
fatigue of the evening rendered neceſ- 
*fary.; and as the dulneſs of the forego. 
ing diſcourſe 'may have inſpired: our 

readers with the ſame propenſity, we will 
here Par: an end to this ne 
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CHAPTER VII. 


A propoſal. 


ERENTIA now, for near a month, 
1 paſſed her time, without incident, 
as Mrs. Darford had, for reaſons beſt 
| known to herſelf, paid very few viſits 
during that period; when a letter ar- 
rived from Mr. Bryant, indicating that 
the ill health of his lady rendered the 
preſence of his fair charge neceſſary. 
But leſt our readers ſhould. ſuſpect 
Mrs. Darford capable of ill nature, 
want of politeneſs, or a wiſh to debar 
her gueſt of any amuſement the coun- 
try afforded, we muſt beg leave to ac- 
quaint them, that ſhe had ſeveral times 
obſerved certain livery ſervants, lurk- 
ing about the garden gate, which, ac- 
cording to her ideas, boded no good to 


the beautcous orphan under her protec- 
tion ; 


| 
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tion; ſhe had therefore deſired her af. 
fiſtance in a piece of embroidery ; and 


thus employed, Terentia, who was par- 
tial to home, betrayed not the leaſt de- 


fre to quit a taſk in which-ſhe could at 


once diſplay genius, fancy, and Judg- 
ment, 
She found, on her return to Bryant 
Hall, the kind friend of her heart ex- 
tremely ill; a fever, and as it was 


feared of the putrid kind, had already, + 


rendered her. inſenſible: her anxiety, 
on this melancholy occaſion, could only 
be equalled by the corroding grief 
_ which ſaton the features of Mr. Bry- 
ant, whoſe. keen ſenſibility, though op- 
poſed by a- ſtrength of judgment, which 
in every other inſtance ſupported him, 
had, on- this truly diſtreſſing exigency, 
nearly given way to deſpair. To 
Fourteen days had elapſed, and Hea- 
ven, in pity to the heart-felt ſorrows of | 
this beſt of men, had diffuſed the bam 
: of comfort around this now cheerful 
VOL. I. 5 man- 


— f 


Sir 3 1 was. _ an- 


(nl 

manſion, by a favourable criſis in Mrs. 
Bryant's diſorder, when the arrival of 
nounced. | 1655 

An ee impulſe; as he enter- 
RY cauſed Terentia to make an effort 
to retire; but, to her inexpreſſible ſur- 
priſe, the baronet, with a look of com- 


placency, deſired ſne would be ſeated; 


and kindly taking her hand, told her, 
« he had ſomething in view for her, 
which, he hoped, would repay her for 
the anxiety he 85 TO 1 


ö her.“ : 


Terentia be and in ow ROO . 


reſumed her ſeat ; the perſon of young 
Groveſby, all attracting as it was, now 


intruded itſelf on her mind—yet how to 
account for a change ſo unexpected in her 


favour, ſhe knew not his own confeſ- 
fion too, with regard to intereſted views, 


checked the riſing ſenſation of aſpiring 
hope, and left her bewildered in that la- 
. of uncertainty, which racks a 


— 


ſanguine 


1s] 


fongtuine and ſuſceptible mind, even 
more than the undoubted aſſurance of | 
Giſuppoimment. | 
The evening paſſed weve with- 
out an explanation of this enigmatical 
buſineſs, and the morning came but to. 
involve her in a freſh difficulty, diſtreſſ- 
ing as unexpected! for ſcarce, had ſhe: 
feated herſelf in the breakfaſt parlour, 
when Sir Paulet's gentleman, with a 
diſtant bow, put into her hand a note 
it was from the baronet; and ſignified 
his preſenting her vith five hundred 
pounds, on condition that ſhe would 
oblige him in taking the bearer for life, 
who, he ſaid, was of a good family, and 
mould, on that condition, be further 
ſenſible of his favours, as he would in- 
ſtantly put them in any branch of buſi... 
neſs which they ſhould: jointly agree to 
point out, in order to n their _— | 
pineſs complete. 2} 
_ - Aſtoniſhed, humbled, ey amend 


Terentia, without deigning to look at 
; 41 * ; 8 2 the 


(1) 


the meſſenger, who waited for an anſwer, 
haſtily aroſe, and flew to Mrs. Bryant 
to acquaint her with this new, indignity 

ut how was her chagrin increaſed, to 
find that worthy woman in tears, and to 
hear her (for what reaſon ſhe could not 
conjedture, though ſenſible, from her 
manner, that her heart and ſpeech ac- 
corded li a ſtrenuous. advocate for 
this union 

- The: power of; ha at par ail 
covery, was denied her; ſhe could only 
by her tears ſhow the anguiſh of her 
mind— while Mrs. Bryant kindly took 
her hand, and in accents, which, on any 
other occaſion, would have poured balm 
into the wound, which both her ſenſibi- 
lity and pride had ſuſtained, beſought 
her to be comforted, and endeavour to 
form her mind to this change, which, 
ſhe doubted not, would appear in a dif- 
ferent light, when inveſtigated with can- 
dour, which ſhe was ſorry to ſay, ſeem- 
| eG: at preſent foreign to her heart. 

Wu, A 


- 
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% What,” deareſt Madam, eried her 
weeping dependant, have I done, © to 
be thus abaſed! and how have I dil- 
obliged you, that thus, all at once, I 
am fallen ſo low in your opinion! when 
1 flattered myſelf with a ſhare in your 
eſteem l will add, your affections ! 

Lou have done nothing, my lovely 
girl!” (anſwered Mrs. Bryant) “ but 
your perſon is too attractive, and your 
mind by much too elevated for your 
fituation ; had Providence been more 
kind to me, and the beſt of men, I could 
and would have given a different judg- 
ment —but oh! my much loved Te- 
rentia, the little all which was left us 
from the wreck of that affluence we 
once poſſeſſed, is loſt! the account of 
this calamity brought on my late cruel 
illneſs— Mr. Bryant and myſelf muſt 
now experience the hardſhips of griping 
poverty, unleſs you, our only refource, 
will condeſcend to redeem us from its 

N n horrors— 


1 (My 
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-horrors—this it is in your power to do, 


as Sir Paulet, who, I gueſs, has by 


ſome means found out that you are far 


from indifferent to his fon, has, on con- 
dition we adviſe, (for we would give 


dur words for no more) promiſed to be- 


friend us in this our emergency. ö 
„ Oh, Madam! what is it I would | 
not do to recover the loſt peace of ſuch 


benefaQtors l yet to be wretched for life, 
is a facrifice too momentous—let me 
inſtantly . quit this hoſpitable: manſion, 


and in ſome remote eorner of the world 
ſhade this unhappy perſon from a re- 


queſt ſo unaccountable, fo unreaſona- 


ble. Sir Paulet will ſurely be content 
with my abſence, as he may reſt aſſured 


J have a ſoul would fcorn to ſeek the 


preſence of a ſon, whoſe father holds 
me in ſuch derifion!. whatever different 
ideas that ſon may have formed of me, 
and however amiable, generous, and 
humane, I may account him.? 
Mrs. Bryant, as we have before. in- 
formed 


TI» ] ; 
formed our readers, could ill brook _ 
_controul ; ſhe had flattered: herſelf, that 
the timid and gentle. ſoul of 'Ferentia 
would be wholly directed by her ad- 
vice, and was now: not a little piqued 
to find ſhe had, though in an inſtance 
where the happineſs, of her whole life 
was concerned, ſpirit enough to be 
guided by the light of her own reaſon; . 
hurt too, leſt the baronet, thus bafiled - 
in his ſcheme, ſhould withdraw from 
them his friendſhip, ſhe-felt herſelf un- 
der ſuch a preſſure of misfortunes, that 
ſcarcely could ſhe help ſhowing a ſour- 
neſs of temper, which diſtreſs, not in- 
_ clination, had worked up in her mind; 
ſhe checked, however, its riſing: n 
greſs, and only anſwered— _ 
III fated girl! you have then 1 

too much of Groveſby to be able to ſave 
us! ve have no dependance on your 
generoſity; the tide of affliction muſt 
overwhelm your friends, while an ill 
| n affection, i it 1s much to be feared, ; 
A „ will 
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will embitter your days! for Groveſby, 
however formed to make you happy, 
can never be yours. 

The very pointed manner with which 
Mrs. Bryant had enforced the fore- 
going anſwer, particularly the laſt four 
words, totally unhinged the ſmall re- 
mains of ſpirits which the event of the 
morning had left her, and Terentia, in 

vain, endeavoured to ſuppreſs the riſing 

 figh—ſhe had never (till the unexpeQ- 
ed kindneſs of the baronet had taught 
her to ſuppoſe ſhe might) formed even 
a hope that her growing inclination for 
Groveſby could (obſcure as was her 
birth and ſituation) ever meet with a 
ſuitable return but though diſappoint- 
ed as to the motive which: had induced 
Sir Paulet to change his manner, yet 
Mrs. Bryant had given it as her opt- 
nion, that he aktually regarded her 
with an eye of affection. Difficulties 
to the human mind ſerve but to en- 
hanee the value * the defired acquiſi- 
tion, 


— 


[8 1 
tion, and thus it proved with our he- 
roine, who now formed a thouſand flat- 
tering ideas of future felicity; her 
mind, hurt with the recent ſhock it had 
ſaſtained, ſeemed, as it were, to fly to 
the perſon of this amiable youth for 
that conſolation it ſtood in need of — 
but then to her ſenfations he was an 
utter ſtranger ; and were not that the 
caſe, Sir Paulet would never be recon- 
ciled to a- cotmeftion” ſo degrading— 
| the feeble ray of hope, which had a 
moment before cheered her dejected 
ſpirits, was now over-clouded by black 
deſpair; and poverty, unprotected po- 
verty, appeared with all its train of ill, 
to darken the road of life! 28 
With a total depreſſion of ſpirits, Te- 
rentia therefore returned to the break = 
faſt parlour, Where ſhe was obliged to: 
_ officiate, Mrs. wt deer too 5 l. to 
leave her room. 15 
Mr. Bryant obſerved, in fen my 


pitiable dejection, the change in her 
5 coun- 


% 
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countenance; while the baronet aſſum- 
ed his former haughtineſs, and with a 
determined air, in which were painted 
contempt, heightened by diſappoint- 
ment, he demanded the reaſon wu me : 
anſwered not his note— - 

The fpirited retort ſhe was about t to 


OS ae; died on her lips, when ſhe con- 


- fidered the diſtreſs of her beſt one, | 
and ſhe calmly anſwered, 

«I am extremely . Sir Paulet, 
ix thus, unmerited, I have incurred 
your diſpleaſure ; but as I could ſend 
no anſwer to your note that would not 
have made me ſtill more culpable in 
your eyes, I declined ſending any.” 

« What can be your reaſon,” cried 
the baronet, © for this declaration? Or- 
land is every way your equal; had you 
not been prepoſſeſſed, you could not 
thus inconſiderately have refuſed a re- 
queſt, which might have rendered you 


merge u 1 "but, with all your 


r Pre 
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pretended humility, I ſee you have 
much pride of heart.“ ; 

% Excuſe me, Sir Paulet, if I pre- 
ſame to ſay my heart is not ſo ſunk by 
the loſs of fortune's favours, as to con- 
deſcend to a union ſo wholly repug- 
nant to inclination and propriety ; nor 
am I capable of accepting an offer, 
which reaſon, principle, and a due re- 
gard to my own mann all 1 off 

0 m. ain 

« And you, Mr. Bryant, will not 
ich this rebel to know her own inte 
reſt—and I am ſtill to be made un- 
happy, through her means!” 

« Alas!” replied Mr. Bryant, We: What 
right have I over 'this amiable girl? 
who, I am: convineed, would do every. 

ching, but rendering herſelf wretched, 
to promote our happineſs. No! Sir 
Paulet, ſooner, much ſooner, would I 
embrace poverty, though ſhe ſhould: 
aſſume the moſt horrid and diſguſting 


aſpedt, than attempt to force the incli- 
RAF AH 6 nation 


F 
nation of one who ſo juſtly merits my 
fatherly protection.“ 

« Then prepare for the chilling laſt!” 9 
cried the baronet, ſtamping with paſ- 
ſion, for never by Heaven“ 

« Oh ſtop! while it is yet in your 
power,” cried Terentia, riſing from her 
. ſeat, © nor for any diſlike t me, pour 
this unmerited wrath on the head of my 
kind benefaftor—I will this inſtant 
leave them—my own hapleſs ſtate has 
no terrors, when put in competition 
with the dread of dawg. acceſſary to 
their ruin.“ 

«I cannot part with you thus,” re- 
plied Mr. Bryant, kindly taking her 
hand; © ſelf-condemnation, were I to 
give you up, would ſhorten a life al- 
ready embittered by a ſucceſſion of ill- 
fortune! ſooner will I employ my ta- 
lents in ſome way, wherein we. can 
humbly ſubmit together, thanmake ſuch 
2 ſacrifice to ambition and eaſe,” 


| CHAPTER | 


98 1 


9 1 VIII. 


— 


The A doenture. | 


PPRESSED by ede nl 

humbled by tyranny, finking too 
| en the apprehenſion of future evils, 
Terentia returned to her room, where 
ſhe ſtayed during the reſt of the day; 


and employed herſelf in preparing to 


leave an aſylum, in which ſhe had 
once promiſed herſelf laſting felicity. 
To have taken leave of Mrs. Bryant, 
would but have increaſed the difficul- 
ties of that amiable woman, and would 
alſo have given room for ſuſpicion in 
Sir Paulet, that they would in future 
protect her—ſhe therefore reſolved to 
leave the houle in private, as the only 
means of preſerving an able friend, to 
her now indigent benefaQors. 
With this reſolution Ihe waited till 


© 8 3 


the family were in bed; and then with 
only her riding dreſs, and one change 
of linen, ſet forward in her way to the 
main rode. | 
Aer reflection, during a e 
walk of two hours, were of the moſt 
diſagreeable kind—now liſtening with 
terrors to every ruſtling wind, and now 
forming in her mind ſome hardy ruffian's 
approach, who might put an end to her 
exiſtence - tortured by the horrid phan- 
toms of her diſturbed imagination, ſhe 
vas almoſt tempted to return but then 
the hope of approaching day, when ſhe 
might meet with a chaiſe, diſſuaded her 
from a deſign which would renew her 
perplexities and increaſe her difficulties; 
reſolving therefore to perſevere, ſhe im- 
plored that Divine Aſſiſtance, whoſe ear 
| is ever open to the voice of diſtreſs; 
and, like our firſt parents, when ſecluded 
their, terreſtial paradiſe, with wandering | 
' ſteps, and flow, abt took her Fable 
tary way. | 
Aurora, that true Hows! to 3 the be- 
wildered 


1 
vuvildered traveller, now broke from her 
confines, and, in ſtreaks of ſaffron hue, 
painted the till now grey horizon, when 
our heroine was ſtartled by the voice of 
a man, who ſeemed enfeebled by ſick- 
neſs; and thinking it might be in her 
power to help ſome object in diſtreſs, 
ſhe liſtened attentively, and plainly diſ- 
tinguiſhed the following words: 
Toby,“ ſaid he, © fetch the bag, in 
which is left ſome ſmall remains of yeſ- 
terday's fragments, which I received; 
not from the affluent, but from the hand 
of virtuous induſtry. No! my lame- 
neſs and diſtreſs could not affect the 
heart of arrogant proſperity - it could 
not ſoften the callouſity which attends 
luxurious plenty—pride alone governs 
all their actions, and humanity, that 
greateſt ornament of the human mind, 
is a ſtranger to their boſoms!” | 
By this time our fair traveller bad 
reached the buſh, through which ſhe 
ſaw, a very beautiful boy, not more. 
than 


{88 7 
than ſeven years old, take from the 
pocket'of a ſpare coat, [ho vg in which 
was Tome cold meat. 

The invalid Jobkied at it for fome 
time, and then, turning to his pretty 
companion, pointed to another wallet, 
and deſired he would bring that alſo, 
ſaying, * that his ſtomach was too weak 
to partake of this food, and _ he — 
have ſome tea. - 

The child obeyed; and the man in- 
ſtantly, with the help of a piſtol tinder- 
box, got a light; after which he made a 
fire; and to the no ſmall aftonifhment 
of Terentia, who was highly gratified 
with the novelty of the ſcene, ſet forth 
his tea equipage, while his uſeful at- 
tendant, from a as, brook, fil- 
led a ſmall tin boiler | 

Every thing wore the appearance of 
cleanlineſs; the diſeourſe of the man 
too ſeemed far to ſurpaſs that of a com- 
mon beggar; while curioſity, joined 
. fatigue, raiſed ſomething like a de- 

ſire 
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ſire in the boſom of Terentia, to become 
his gueſt, and ſhe accordingly advanced 
a few ſteps for that purpoſe, when the 
barking of a dog alarmed ory and 
cauſed her to retreat. 
She had not, however, got many paces, 
when the man, rouſed by his faithful 
domeſtic, aroſe, and, ſeeing her unat- 
tended, and at leaſt ſeven miles from 
any houſe, in accents which at once 
expreſſed his wonder and compaſſion, 
alked, * what had brought her out ſa 
early, and if ſhe had met with any mis- 
fortune, in which he could aſſiſt her. 
She anſwered, * if he would treat her 
with a cup of tea, ſhe ſhould think her- 
ſelf much obliged to him, having travel- 
led all night, and being now quite 
Ne with thirſt and fatigue.” ? 
„ Is it poſſible!“ cried the bas 
with looks of aſtoniſhment, © that a form 
ſo lovely, and in which appears the dig- 
nity of high birth, though blended with 
the ſofter graces of affability, can thus 
we con- 
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eondeſcend to partake of ſuch bever- 
age as this!“ wy 
Indeed, anſwered Terentia, © not 
4 little pleaſed with her new acquaint- 
ance, who appeared to; be near his grand 
climaQteric, I was never more eee 
to make an hearty a , 
God be praiſed!” ſaid this tenant 
of an aged oak, © I have a morſel un- 
touched ; but, alas the neceſſary ad- 
dition to qualify it to your palate, is far 
from good the kind hand from which 
I received it, was too _ to end 
any but the worſt.” n 
I Vill not take your pada 2, as 
Terentia, « you can eat it, and what am 
Il better than my fellow creature? you 
have but taſted that poverty, which no- 
thing but the kindeſt interpoſition of 
Providence can now ſave me from « e 
periencing ! 123 r : 
« The tear of ſympathy kia . 
3 the cheek. of this our humble philan- 
thropiſt. While with uplifted, hands, 
he 
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he exclaimed, Gracious God! how in- 
tricate are thy ways! why, oh Heaven! | 
is this fair flower, whole opening bloom 
promiſes ſo perfect a maturity, thus 
checked in the career of life, while the 
hard of heart, the arrogant, and unthink- 
ing, enjoy, without ceaſing; and too ge- 
nerally, without one pitying ſigh. to the 
unfortunate, all the luxuries of life!? 
© Adverſity,” anſwered  Terentia, 
however painful and unpleaſant in it- 
| ſelf, is often a choice, and much to be 
valued friend! it excites thoſe. reflec- 
tions, which reform the unthinking 
mind—i1ts ſets the mutability of all the 
high raiſed expeQations of aſpiring hu- 
manity in its full view, and teaches us 
to ſoar above the groveling—for ſuch 
are even the | higheſt. gratifications of 
this lower world, to thoſe brighter proſ- 
petts which alone can bring ſolid 1 
dot . 
Within : a few —_ ay the main "og 


10 London, and a poſt chaiſe now ap- 
pearing, 


CT WI 


pearing, which, by the blinds being up, 
ſeemed to be a return one in its way to 
town, Terentia begged the little boy to 


ſtop it—he did ſo; and our heroine, 
after putting into the hand of her'new 
acquaintance, not what her expanded 
heart would in different circumſtances 
have dictated, but what her humbled 
ſituation and impoveriſhed finances now 
allowed of, for his kind hoſpitality, 
was about to take her leave, when, with 


aſolemn, yet ſympathizing countenance, - 


he prevented her intention, 118 thus w- 
OE her: 

. Peade light on thy head! y ave 
n of an unſeered conſcience give 
thee light in thy darkeſt proſpetts! may 
that Being who rules the orbs, guide 
thee with the clue of reftitude through 
this labyrinth of falſe attractions; and 
may thy virtues, Whether dignified with 
wealth, or oppreſſed by poverty, be 
ſuch as will, after the dark curtain of 
death has inveloped thee from the eye 


[ 98 1 

of humanity, ä thee with unſung 
felicity.“ | 

Struck with the 8 vet generous 
wiſh of a ſtranger, where, manners. and. 
| ſituation. ſo litile accorded, Terentia 
could only anſwer by a pearl of grate- 
ful ſenſibility, which ſtood trembling in 
her eye; and as the chaiſe drove off, 
ſhe was more than once tempted to re- 
turn, and learn the particulars of a life, 
which ſhe was certain muſt, e' er it had 
reached this, period. of wretchedneſs, 
have been marked with- Funny angular, 
events - 1 

The reſt of the journey was. without: 
Mts and at nine in the evening 
ſhe found herſelf in this great and opu- 
lent city, without ſo much as the know... 
ledge of one friend, who could direct 
her in what manner to apply for a ſitua- 
tion in which ſhe e ere ee her 
ſelf; - 

Her figure was too firiking to ou | 


unnoticed by the company, which were 
— 
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differently engaged in and about the 


inn, while the dejeQtion, which was viſi- 


hle in her countenance, created ſympa- 


thy and curioſity in the boſom of its 
miſtreſs, a middle aged woman, of 
pleaſing manners and inſinuating ad- 


dreſs; but as ſhe was too civil to gra- 


tify the latter propenſity, by queſtions 


which might appear impertinent, ſſie 


judged it more polite to leave it in ſuſ. 
pence, till Betty, the chambermaid, had 


fifted (as was her cuſtom on particular 


 occafions) the poſt boy as to the place 


of her reſidence, and other particulars, 
| Preparatory to the propoſed inveſtiga- 
tion; ſhe therefore, after putting her 
fair gueſt into an handſome apartment, 
and making enquiry of what ſhe choſe 


for ſupper, left her to her own reflec- 


tions, and was making a report of her 
good nature and ſweetneſs of manners, 
when Betty and the 8 Wy” WE 
the kitchen, 

- "Ls, ma'am?!” cried Betty, with "A 
Is 4 E443 - - ; face 


Y 


C 1 


face expreſſive of much intelligence, 
« how people may be miſtaken by ap- 
pearances I declare, now, I thought 
as how the young lady above had com'd 
from ſome very great family; and do 
you know Mr. Thomas, here, ſays, that 
he picked her up under a hedge juſt 
after ſun riſe, in e wich : an old 
beggar man!? 

« Ay, ay, cried the eb os 
was at once jealous for the honour of his 
houſe, his wife, and his own ſagacity, 
« | miſtruſted as much; but this comes 
of your pretending to have a greater 
knowledge of the world than myſelf— 
had I been conſulted, this miſtake had 
never been committed; now,. I, ſup- 
poſe, if any good company comes in, 
our beſt room is occupied by ſome idle 
baggage of eaſy virtue, becauſe, for- 
ſooth, you have taken it into your head 
to think her figure commands reſpeR, 
and that ſhe can be nothing leſs than a 
perſon of family and fortune,” : 
888 of hs MM. « My 


EW) 
eM dear}'} anfwered: Miſs: Fairbill, 
_ « you will abehe dh feldomtrerr in judg- 
ment; and, A. dare ſayiby her appear- 
ance, notwithitanding this odd account, 
that ſue is indeed a perſon of rank in 
dliſtreſs; every turn in her manner con- 
| vinces me Lam right in my conjedture, 
. therefore, do ſuffer me to uſe my own 


diſcretion, nor by your over haſtyneſs 


wound a ſenſibility, which ſeems al- 
vady to have received a ſtab to its 
peace“ IN. daga ag ay Wet 
Well, well, .cried the hoſt; « if 
you ſhould for once in ycur life be right 
in your conjecture, ſuppoſe we adver- 
tiſe her; for if of family, ſtre is cer- 
tainly either ſome run-away wife, or 
diſobedient e eee would 
never travel unattended;** 100 
It would be cruel to expoſe her to 
Fg ſaid the wife, ff forwhat- 
ever cauſe ſne has for +260 I. 
nn Foe A 
x, . ae ** e to miſs ſo 
ab N good 


'S 
good an opportunity of an _— | 
reward,” anſwered the huſband. 
But we are not certain as to her 
ſituation, and till then“. 
O,“ interrupted the poſt boy, « as 
to that, I don't think maſter is at all out 
in his notions; for all the way we came, 
ſhe looked juſt ready to cry—and fa- 
ther always uſed to ſay, as how, women 
never ſhed tears, but when they met 
with diſappointments; but, I hope, 
you'll let me go ſnacks, Sir, becauſe, 
for why, you would not have known 
nothing of the matter, if ſo be I had 
not told you all about it.” | 
This ſpeech was entirely loſt by our 
hoſt, who- was one of thoſe ſanguine 
mortals, whoſe attions gallop, un- 
reined by reaſon or propriety, and 
therefore every idea giving way to that 
of avarice, and all reflections of a diſ- 
appointment, or any injury which his 
fair gueſt might ſuſtain from this very 
ſagacious ſcheme, being inveloped in 
VOL. . N the 
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the above propenſity, he, in his uſual 


haſty manner, ſnatched up a pen, and 
having, as he thought, hit on ſomething 


out of the common way, in order that 


it might ſtrike the eye of all who read 
the paper, was. beginning a-paragraph, 
when, oh death to his rapid imagina- 
tion! a poſt coach and four entered the 
diſmount his pegaſus, though not with. 
out grumbling at the loſs of a thought, 
which, in his opinion, was the heſt that 
ever graced a newſpaper, to attend the 
company it containdod. 
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In auluch our 8 fands a new fro cn 
| ee ef MSA 
ns 03609 HQq'S 1001} 
Tue ach bor whichhoun hen 
had been interrupted, Was 10 
other than a lady of quality and her 
ſervant, who had ſtopped in her jour- 
ney to Bath, on account of a favourite 
horſe having had a fall, and who as at 
this inſtant expreſſing her refentment, 
at being ſhewn into fo paltry a dun- 
geon as the room appointed for her. 
Mrs. Fairbill apologized for not hav- 
ing it in her power to accommodate her 
ladyſhip in a better manner, alleging, 
« that the houſe was quite full, and that 
a young lady of quality had juſt taker 
the only front room which was unoc- 
* but that, as every thing in this 
F 2 was 


( 00 ] 

was equally | good and clean, ſhe 
hoped her ladyſhip 1 would put up, with 
it fof once, as it was entirely out of, her 

power to offer her a better.“ . 
Terentia, who. had heard Mrs, Fair- 
bills apology, now opened the door of 
her room, and begged to make an ex- | 
change with the lady; © adding, that all 
rooms were equally indifferent to ber; 
and that the pleaſure of oblig ging ber 
adyſhip, would greatly FEI ne t e 
entertainment ſhe had found in | look- 
ing, into the ſtreet. A Ht: gu ts 
Tun The lady ſeemed firuck "with! "the 
rſon . and manner of our. ON 
11 ug ch ſhe could not, as the f aid , think 
of ns ſuch | a x 8 1. Ternts 


—4 


7 cr 


wem and 1 the lady, after fome far T 

0 gies, agreed to accept ber ge 

us PRs on condition? ſhe Pol 4 
JHEYIDIL g 119 


Jur her with her company for the ref 
of the evening, „ ſaying ſhe 1 n 


1 1 
with b bein ; thut, UV ſo with 
1 HO 5177 115 20 th , 


f *Y 8 8 15 


C204 ( 
that odious creature, 4 meaning her 
maid. g | 25 
There was ede of; a. baughti- 
neſs' in this lady, that by 1 no means er 
had ever. formed of true rated of | 
mind; yet the lady ſeemed. Pleaſed 
with her—and. the, young and inex- 
perienced, now wanted a proteQor; 
ſomething therefore like a gleam . of 
hope, on a propoſal ſo congenial to her | 
own. wiſhes, beamed over her anxious 
mind, and ſhe. ſecretly determined, if 
the found no new cauſe to deter her, 
to acquaint her ladyſhip with, the difh- 
culties ſhe at preſent. laboured der 
and to beg her advice with regard ip 45 
her future conduct. 


TY 


They had . on oa be ſubj eds 


* 


ſor ſome time, when Mrs. F airbill, At | | 
tended by : a ſervant, entered with fu 


$1 


< 245 120 


6 1. r ee Lady, & you a 


"3 ot; 4 7% JT; $5: WP) 


ch civil to attend 155 7 
9 3 all 


t 
al peppls in your way were cc bel kdva 
5 dece nil , one need not dread, "as 


#3 $4" XJ 


1955 1 an inn; but you are 


18 21 $481 4 14 ; 


Tee, out of the e way, 
and P lay have good conneftibiis— 
I im you could recommend ie to 
fome , genteel young. girl. to'be Aböüt 
Peron don't mean as x 1 
u "One th at is capable of  enitertainkji 
die in my fer tired moments—I am mie 
alüne Fig [uch a perſon woüfd the erefore 


be A real acqu u ifition ; and I. thipke 1 
Could depend on your e 4 


you know | 1 Have a t c pinken dh 7 
| firſt impreſſions? | Ent. — 410719 121 


“,t; lady fhip wy me D nth ho- 
155 ” an Faced MA F altbiff; © butt 
Dre 57 at prefent "of any one who 


0 SIE for fuch a fituar 25 2 olgh 
Nat thee are many Amiable Arnd 
deſer Finn "obj ſects in diſtreſs, Eh S 0d 


. kb 97 55 be ſo ſitüated: ſuppöle 


Dan 


O 40 15 as to advertife. mw 
of ft: 1 hal £7 9 lng df he | 


yy anſwered) 


[ 103: 3 


anſwered) while Terentia was only 


ſtopped by a ſomething like falſe ſhame, | 
ſb often the « concomitant of fallen proj. | 


510 100 2 


perity, from immediately expoſing ng ber 
own poverty, and claiming that protec- 
| 700 which now. ſeemed to be fo provi- 
ti jay thrown i in her way. e 
Het good ſenſe and LEP 904 


1 


lit ity, ſoon,. however, overcame  ferupt 101 


185.4 


whi ich, though at the time they. ſeemed 


JETER 
N ſupportable, were only N ; 
1 ee again alone with the N 


ſhe frankly owned her 4 4 
$4. ard defit d efire to be taken ur 


0 3h HIS $ A * BY A U 
her proteQi on. . 
e e girl ae de ae 


anſyer-to this application,“ 1 was * 
ip my. life fe more agreeably ar: 
and t though 1 am extremely ſorry | for t 
11 5 of. this: requeſt; yet I am ſelßth 
Enough t to, hope that no unforeſeen; aę- 
agent may bereave me of IO, ſociety; 
1 am te haughty, but meekneſs 
with, mee yer found a frie nd—I have 


AAT SAE ?BW J6 
4 many 


ge! 
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| ARK” Whit beuts indeed TA far 
from happy; and if as I truſt you'will 
155 E me Þ yy your Kind? "attention! in 
fk mo — ur Weakhefs, I. Stb, 
Kall Pe the patty obliged.— Ain dle as 
bela tady did ne ot expreſs pech 
ot a citation; 2 E tear, unc iecked, 1 1 
el down, her check; and Teientl 
Whole mind was Aale ready to catth 
the Toft epthiifiaſin of tender ſennbility, . 
Save aß proof by its officious fellow, „that 
7 he” e ok truly: capable 'of the tall Te 
N 1230 EPL as YOU TIE 28.5 lit ( 
Thus rivtually fitlößeck dit each 
other, they” fat" up till very late, and 
parted ieh erer; and to che ho Tthall 
diſappoitiiienit' of Mr. Fairbim, "who 
Had rackeck his Þrain all the Ring 
evening” for a proper compoſitioni not 
caripg to have a partner in the expetted | 
e Mola nt) 3 and Bad actually paid an 
cee price for iis mtnedide (her tion. 


ch ee me Bout öf Hine che mbtft⸗ 
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polis an prggedeꝗ in 3 
Bathoy flumn t 25 J 2 yqqed at 
Im going, ſaid ber la dyſbip, Kong. 
| ſeated, herſelf in her carria end — 15 
an old friend of my father” 817 whom L 
baye net ſeen ſince my marri ee ite 
an add creature, 1 ache you, 1 ſap: 
ole. be 1. endeavour to perſu us bl us, | 
that,we by no means e young 
ladies; f. his time —he gba ito >> 
ng NP 9RHINg pępchagt, for eve 
thing ip, the antideluyian ſtile; k 1 


my life as happy as it has been, 1 would 


nat. have, paid this viſit; but, as, zer is, 
I, flatter, myſelf 1 cannot ſuffer by. 80 8 
change, however diſtant from, my, Jalle. 
—pt 81 J, have got Ben- heli T 
thall ſhorten, my ſtay, th HOLE: and, 4467 Dat 
th, LON; A the Minte vil 8 be. A 
I ingen I} 3; nt. £37 14180 HS A 01 841182 
ande in RE edit nde 
;1ArFayed. at, their, Journey?s. end.;. 


ang Tereqtia, was not ail ee 
to ear Lady Aſhton welcomed b y A 


F 5 voice, 


L Fr 064 


Vice, wh ich feb ed Faiflar WW her hr, 
28 oe (ets 1, when Ws recogiiized in that 


oy s, friend, en old gentleman” whom 
ft 7 on 45 c 
1 meh had one E met befofe at A Triehd' s of 
* Hathelg's. essen 
Nr. 5 Bur et t Us ita nity recollected 
her, and Very ry | pol olitely f ſaid, itch Choi 
o 5.8 On m wy. rc young” lady, your 
company 1 rejoices me : excecUingly : you 
e TOW a 1 rl, a x fair flower— 
of he; oul foif 0 f moder n kuxiny hath n not 


3 t tarniſhe fied thy. natural bloom ; you 
ge ar a one tranſplanted from the 
5 i n 115 in order to ut the art and 

; fol of the preſent, t to tl © bluſh.” lofts 
„ © Pray now, by” aid” "Lady Athton, 
take another dye i into antiquity for a 
parallel compliment, or de pend on 

3 en be prodigiouſly affronted:” 
nd ſhall} pay you no Eonipliment my 
dear,“ he anfwered, . When 1 Ry you 
Tra ſet an ereellent | example” to the 
1 irts of th this aße; in chuflug for your 
8 RS a Pei ws 0 88 tha re 'of 
| | her 


. 


- C5 1977] 
her min is, not Shove 
. owing, herſelf amiable, humb ble, and 21 


. diſcreet,” lie 5 510 
J hope, my; dear Sir, \ you be bel, 
| hive a better opinion 9 us woder ns 
105 
than you uſed to have; really never 
ſaw you ſo. condeſcending . before,” 
7 
anſwered ber ladyſhip. 5 
"mM Let the preſent age, 2 cried he, 
« give, me. no reefon; and 1 promie you 
I al not ſearch antiquity for m odels - 
of perfection. It is not To act the 
Els as the mind of the p copie 1 that if. 


is JU 


w ne had rat > 2 

change, and that a canine madrefs kad 

taken poſſeſſion of three parts out of 

. four of this habitable globe” — 7 = 
Ta. And therein conliſts, ; I preſume, all 

e changes ſince the flood,” whiſpered - 
her Jadyſhip io Terentia, as the ſervants | 

entered with fupper. 


x9 as. 39t. 251 


The old gentleman” s attention Was 
800 00 deeply engaged on the deſert, 1 Which 
76 5 
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late been quite inſufferable.” | 


L 108 


Ws no placed. in ie, middle of be 


18 le, to otice the for ema 
wo he Ton [rum pony = 
1011801 


Hare were nothing near ſo large as 
formerly ; 1 that his peaches and nefta- 
rines were good for nothing, ſince he 
had. himſelf been unable to manage 
them, and that he had had. no. gardener 
fince old Iſaac (who was born in the 


| fame year with himſelf ) that underſtood | 
any thing at all of the matter. : 


1HG ! 


Supper being ended, the ladies were 
about to retire, when Mr. Burdet en- 
quired why Lord Aſhton did not vb 
company his lady ? Ho 5 

Her ladyſhip then lamented | 5 
miſerable ſituation, and added, that 24 
the carelefſneſs of his lordſhip. had of 
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it was ; nof a match of. my confiruding ; 6 
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bit yOu Aldüght' l cetotir would rtepay | 
a ck UE, morality, and in 
ſhort,” Every Tequilit te qualification | or | 


* L 
3717 


own fagacity \ without confulting any o 
ITY 
your” real“ friends, you became at the 


domeſtic felicity; and ſo, , truſting to) 15 


inſtigation of a mercenary guardian, 


and for any thing I know, to che con- 
trary; againſt the inclination of his ſor 


your liberty and forty thouſand Pounds, 


you may now, like many "of our modern 


II 


on as fandy a foundation, fly ab roa 


[{ITO.. 8 


for that peace — which I fear | will lever 
be denied you a at home.” Pr 


; 1 2 drinn 
e You have drawn the portrait in 


colours too ftriking for my peace. (ane 


wives, who build their hopes ol 9300 


ſwered her ladyſhip) but LY am deter- | 


mined to return his neg left wit ith all, the 
contempt it de lever,” . x 
1. Then,“ ail Mr. Buri et, 64 you will 


together make ample food for the 


tongue 


n 
. 
the cdunteſs of Aſhton ; and i in lieu of 


+32 81 2 28 ot 11 


r — 


L . J* 


tongue of calummy is his folly really 

Paging, that you wiſſ to imitate it 22% 
No but there is a pleaſure i in re- 
tiling injuries like mine — and as no 
other gratification is now left me, I am 
determined to purſue revenge.” ? 
«© Then you will purſue a vulture,” 
that will tear thy inward © peace — 
nor leave thee one ſolid rock of hope 
to reſt on. 
« The baſeleſs - fabric of deluſſve 
hope,” replied Lady Aſhton, * has long 
been diſſolved, and I vill no longer 
court his treacherous and unſtable an- 
chor. — But come, my dear Terentia,- 
I ſhall make you as grave as I am re- 
vengeful ; we will now retire, and call 
ſome other ſubject; or, at leaſt drop 
one which muſt have given you cauſe 
to think me an odd and refolute crea. 
ture; but whatever troubles I am 
bound to endure, I hope you will 
never have cauſe to think me un- 
Ready 
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1WoLys139 vim 26 Hi bn isdn 
The: reſent, DS Alon, account of 16. 
251 31D ic wen ede 19y 
1 I es {noilisq vm e300 on yaittss 
me eee kind in- 

7 terpaſition of Providence «Om 
fantably ſutuated, took the, earlieſt op- 
portunity to acquaint her friends gat. 
Bryant Hall with her good fortune, ger 
quaſting their joint forgiveneſs for her 
manner of leaving them, and hegging the. 
fayour-of her cloaths on the firſt oppor- 
tunity, as dady Aſhton had declared her 
intention toiſtay at home till her friend 
was property. equipped to attend her to 
thezooms;159bilnos pi quitbaoint 126 
s An:early: day gladdened herqheart. 
with the kind: aſſuxanes of- their cn. 
tinueds frlendſhip, togeiher wich o heg; 
«qidctbasint. a cloaths, 
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cloaths, and a ten pound note — but 


what moſt heightened the acquiſition 


was, the reſemblance of young Grovſ- 


by wrapt in a note containing theſe 


Wr 


words: 


e Dark and i intricate as my behaviour 8 


muſt appear, and greatly (Who adoring, 


yet forbearing from motives of dire ne- 


ceſſity to confeſs my paſſion) as 1 ſuffer 


from the -cruelty of my ſituation, T | 


you forgive and keep from Mrs. B 


ant the artifice I have uſed in ſending; | 


unknown to her, this ſmall remem- 


brance of one, who, in defiance of the 
darkeſt fate muſt ever remain 15 TIE : 
alterable friend.“ 7 C A 


Had not Grovelby, to lata Pacer 
of Terentia had long been partial, 


avoided ſo carefully as he did the epi- 
thet love, and in its ſtead only ſued; for 
her friendſhip, little conſideration would 


have been wanted to have returned a 
preſent- ſo clandeſtinely received; but 
to 14 eee ſweet ſolace of 

; friendſhip, 
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friendſhip, /ſo. difintereſted.;as.;his, ap- 
peared, Was ar triah very zunequal. 70 
thoſe feelings Which now inhabjied/ber 
breaſt. wel 4 IM - S909! nos {lr VT9OV 
2 ir! Yes,” . eried ſhe, as the, viewed.the 
”- amiable; features, .* as a friend, I 
may without a blufn contemplate tr may 
wiſn you every happineſs — and ben 
the unfortunate Terentjia what gur 
ther ſſie Vas about to exꝑreſs is uncere 
tan, as Bady Aſhton catne- 0 Iformy 
ber ſſie muſt acecompany Her tothe 
A in the evening. bas. 100 
In her confufion; ſhe had: ef: Un 
portrait on the table which her Jady-- 
Unip: ſering, took up and after admmire 
int cet the face and the; drapery, - 
vowed: ſhe: would; borrow: it ta he rg 
vrnged on Henlerd. It is fo amazing 
bandſvmę, Boſte added, he win e, n 
the rack when he ſuppoſes he- has {4 
formilableatriy: 2 HN 1A W 
Whatever racks her ladyſhig was pre- 
paring fur his daxdſhip, be hed. hy tak-- 


GS | ing- 


=, FF a” 
ing the'portrait- of lier friend, planted a 
dagger in the breaſt of Terentia; ſuch 
a piece of levity might be productive of 
very ill confequences; ſhe faw in idea 
4 black train of events iffuing fram it, 
and with much carneftneſs beſought ber 
to turn itt Oe 6 FEEOKL EE wo vs 
Te this her Tady fhipwas about to 
anfwer; when Lord Afton! made his 
viewed itthis perſon thes very identical 
lord Landgrave D had been her part. 
ner at Northampton 0 of 11 
- His rdfhip, after his feft ſalutation 
Hs lady; turned careleſdly toi Teen 
tis, and demanded where ſhe had-pick- 
ed up ſo handfome a companionb-und 
iddet he, Mr. Bürdet ju nom in- 
formed mme, he is as. FOOd as he's 
Bandfbmcdl 1 æ . 50 nad B 51 
“At London,“ adued her ladyſfrip 
catclefAHH,ůͤ ö "Tot e 1νο⏑ι 
eMbrhadk tiekonbes! of knows 
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ing your engagement this even enin g 


ſaid Lord Aſhton Ppt LE OM 
I am going to the ball; „ aj id her 
ladyſhip „ a6 {+ 


. 


Would you wiſh me to attend you 


thither?“ anſwered his Lordſhip. Hot 


« That's as you pleaſe ; Mils Sack. 
* will attend me, 10 1 thall not be 
alone.“ LOR | 85 0 

4 That is to Kym ray ecipliny "Wil tis 


diſpenſed with—had 1 thought 'myſelf 


of ſo little conſequence, 1 would not 


have taken the trouble to have come 10 

Bath, I aſſure you.? 1912 4, eee 
e You doubtleſs conſulted; bag uſüal 
your own pleaſure in bard Land- 
fle; my lord; anſwered my 
lady, with a ee ſmile: „for 
heaven 8 ſake, if you are diſpleaſed with 
your journey, do e us, and return 
to it again.” I s Noi 155 DR. 

By no means - rival bis lofi: 
with a ſmile _ ſarcaſtic pet ate 
ſenſible: IL Ow: not wiſſi the world to 
. think 


[1 wp 4 


think, me ſo very, faſhionable a huſband 
as to be deſpiſed by my own wife -b. 


1 ſeem, lo bent on pulling, off the 


veil, that I am fearful I alſo; thall, be 
obliged to go unmaſked; and if fo, I 
mall, in all | probability, ſeek that {ſatis 
faction. elſewhere, which, your unac- 
countable averſion denies me. „ 
His lordſhip ſtaid not for an 2006 
5 and with much ſeeming diſpleaſure left 
980 ol om, while | her ladyſhip,cxpatiated 
on, the hardneſs. of her fate, and with 
tears of rage and diſappointment, be- 
ſought Terentia to forgive her intens 
tiannto makes uſe 
of, retaliating. this obvious deceptionin 
laxing 10 ber charge the breach of that 
conjugal affection which he himſelf had! 
lang diſcarded from his breaſt 354 
Kbetted., mortified, and provoked, 
lady Aſhton entered the ball rom: 
vithoan intention ; (as ſha;{faid);rtotiplay 
_ the. coquet with the firſt gentleman: whor 


thowld think, her an oed af e 


ami 


: of the picture, by way 


n 
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in order to baniſh that chagrin from 
her boſom which the negleſt of her 
lord had planted, and to gratify that | 
pride, which more or leſs is the inha- 
bitant of every human heart. 

To the deſpicable propenſity. of co- 
quettery, Terentia had ever been a 
ſtranger; and to hear her ladyſhip thus 
expreſs herſelf, hurt her much. —Gladly- 
would ſhe have expatiated on its de- 

ſtructive tendency; but the fear of of- 
fending check'd the friendly wiſh ; and 
all that ſhe dared do, was to pity in 
filence the weakneſs of her who could 
for a moment ſuppole that, by quitting 
the, reins of rectitude, and taking thoſe 
of diffipation, ſhe could either conci- 
liate the affections of her lord, or re- 
ſtore her own tranquillity, _ 

Her ladyſhip, while actuated by chis ſpi- 
rit of hraving, as ſhe thought, her ill uſage, 
was accoſted by a Mr. Standly, who was 
to all intents and purpoſes a man of in- 


trigue and ſhe now, for the firſt time, 
| | ſuffered 
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gufſbred berlelf to de drawn into that 
vortdx- 6f female defiruftion, which 
hufried thouſands of its fair votaries in 
the abyſs of calumny, and which cannot 


illLfated females who do not avoid it, in 


reproach. 
Lady Aſhton, ab the time of TM 


meeting Mr. Standly, had entirely de- 
ſerted Ber young friend, and ſhe had ſat 
fometime much perplexed and diſcon- 
certed at the notice her lady ſhip's un- 
accountable” behaviour had attracted; 
when the was relieved, in ſome meaſure, 
from her aukward fituation by the ap- 
proach of the ſame gentleman in whoſe 
favour ſhe had been nn in her 
bans to Northampton. 

This gentleman, whoſe name was 

onyers, was the younger fon of a noble 
family who by a liberality of ſpirit, un- 
checked by prudence, had got rid of a 
very alfluent fortune, and left him at 


fail ſooner or later to invblve all thoſe 


that moſt e Wk * . ſelf 


the 
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the age of twenty-four endued with 
keen ſenſibility, a generous heart, and 
an underſtanding formed to ſhine in the 
elevated rank he was born to, unable, 
from the'narrowneſs of his income, to 
gratify any of his wiſhes, except that of 
; enlightening his underſtanding by read- 
ing the beſt authors, and dedicating 
much of his time to the Muſes; his 
* converſation was at once elevated, in- 
' tereſting, and inſtructing; and Terentia 
felt no pleaſure in being obliged, i 
|; compliance with lady Aſhton's defire 
to join the dance with a fop, who came 
with, and was the friend of. Mr 
ee 
Thus engaged, ſhe vas far "ED be- 
ing ſorry when the company began to 
diſperſe, and lady Aſhton's chairs were 
called—juſt as ſhe was entering her's, 
Mr. Conyer's again appeared, and, with 
a reſpeAfſul bow, begg'd ſhe would per- 
mit him to enquire after her welfare the 
"next day; to this ſhe aſſented; and at 
. half 


f * 
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half palt two in the morning ſhe arrived = 
at Mr. Burdet' 8, and was not a little 
alarmed to ſee, as the entered the par- 
Jour, lord Aſhton fitting penſively alone 
with Thomſon's Seaſons in his hand, 

His lordſhip aroſe, and in an extacy _ 
which he could not hide, ſaid, ce this 7M 
is lucky, indeed! Oh, Miſs Sackville 1 9 8 
did you know the anxious moments! I —_ 
have paſſed ſince I laſt had the honour 
of ſeeing you, ſurely you would nat 
| look diſpleaſed, that thus opportunely 1 
ean, without the fear of the world's cen- 
ſure, unbofom a heart which has loſt all | 
pleaſure but what ariſes from contem- 
plating the image of her, who has never 
for a moment ſince that happy even- : 
ing that bleſſed me with her ant, Te 
abſent from my view,” © 

© Language ſuch as this, 1 my lords N 
faid Terentia, indignantly rifing.. C e 4 | 
quirgs no anſwer—you will exculy my = 
leaying . will wait in the houſe... 
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keeper” $ room. till her ladyſhip re- 
turn,” 

« You muſt not 3 me in anger,” 
cried. his lordſhip, « ſay but you for- 
give me, and I will endeavour to. be 

content with your friendſhip.” 

« You have, my lord, forfeited all 
claim to that ſacred name—by thus in- 
ſulting me; and I inſiſt on leaving you, 
and that inſtantly.” 

By heavens !“ ſaid his lordſhip, + Fi 
will never more offend you—ſay but 
you forgiye me, and from this moment 
you ſhall find I will behave myſelf in a 
manner ſuitable to the delicacy, of a 
character ſo truly amiable - I revere 
your virtue too much to wiſh to tarniſh 
it even in your own eyes for the world: 
had you ſuffered me to ſucceed, ſuch 
would have been my precaution, that 
the voice of calumny ſhould have had 
no food for its malignancy, but I have 
done (obſerving Terentia again attempt- 
ing to riſe) and will never, on condi- 

„ | tion 


tion you forgive me now, wound your 
ears with more than the ſtricteſt virtue 
will admit.“ 

« You have, on that een lie my 
pardon, my lord; but ſurely you are 


wrong in thus negletting lady Aſhton; 


why would you not go to the ball?“ 


Lady Aſhton has rendered me 


completely miſerable her ungoverna- 
ble paſſion for me excited my pity, and 

I married her in hopes of being tolera- 
bly happy, as I never had, at that time, 


ſeen a woman I could prefer; but oh, 
to what have I reduced myſelf ! by this 
ill-judged union—her affection was too 
violent to be permanent—and ſhe now, 
by a diſpofition deſpicable as the fiend 
of darkneſs can make it, deſerves, and is 
in the poſſeſſion of my utmoſt con- 
tempt—ſhe has long defied me; and I 
truſt, will not now, or ever, regret my 
abſence. No! novelty 1 is a pleaſing in- 


gredient in the mixture of human life, 
| G 2 and 
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and, perhaps, an inſtance of it, to which 
F have this night been a witneſs, will 
befriend me more than her dari is 
aware of. 

He ſpoke this with ſo 1 an 
air, that it was evident he had watched, 
and meant to make a handle of her 84 
ſhip's unguarded conduct. 

A thundering rap at the door ngw 
announced the return of lady Aſhton ; 
and Terentia, trembling for the happi- 
_ neſs of her friend, ran to meet her, re- 
ſolving, at all events, to hazard her dif. 
pleaſure, rather than deſiſt from giving 
her that advice which her critical ſitua- 
tion required — but if ſhe was terrified 
to perceive that her ladyſhip was likely 
to become the dupe of her own folly, 
ſhe was not leſs ſurprized to hear his 
lordſhip, withall the ſeeming tenderneſs 
of a faithful and affeQtionate and, 

approach her, and ſay, 
1 haye been extremely 7” HY | 
4 
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lady Aſhton, at your long ſtay ; oy" was 
juſt going to ſend my own ſervant out 
in ſearch of you, fearing you had met 
with ſome accident.“ 

Her ladyſhip was viſibly cls; 
a kind of conſcious terror ſeemed to 
Rifle the riſing paſſion which would 
otherwiſe have been expreſſed, and ſhe 
only anſwered : 

_ © Inexplicability like your' s, my lord, 
is not to be fathomed ; but whatever are 
your views in this duplicity of manners, 
1 will not be debarred from that pleaſure 
which the innocent amuſements of life _ 
afford me.” 

„Oh! by no meine! but is it not 
ſtrange,“ ſaid his lordſhip with a pro- 
voking ſneer, © that all my paſſive obe- 
dience to your every command, cannot 
procure me one {mile of approbation— 
but ſo your ladyſhip is happy, I muſt 
ſubmit—Am I intitled to know if you 
have ſpent an agreeable evening?“ 

« So infinitely happy have I pez +; 

6 ſhe 


tl - 


the anſwered, © that had I known I 
| ſhould have met from your lordſhip ſuch 
a very cordial reception, I believe 1 
ſhould have lengthened that pleaſing 
felicity, which I own I left with regret ; 
and now, my dear, affectionate, paſſive 
lord Aſhton, do you chuſe to retire, or 
are we to have a further ſpecimen of 
your ſkill in deception ?” 

J am happy, however,” faid his 
lordſhip, with ſome aſperity, « that you, 
lady Aſhton, are defe#ive in that art, 
though, perhaps, the character of your 
{ſex would have been much better ſup- 
ported, at leaſt more naturally, had you 
for once diſguiſed your ſentiments —In- 
trepidity in a cauſe which ought to raiſe 
the bluſh of modeſty, is by no means, in 
my opinion, a feminine perfection; and 
though faſhion may have rendered it 
prevalent, yet, to the modeſt ear, it 
will always lay 2995 the defeats of the 


mind.” 


Her ladyſhip not chuſing to under- 
| | land 


Ln 3 
ſtand this very pointed ſarcaſm, after 
recommending him to re-peruſe the 
book he had juſt laid down, rather than 
continue to moralize, as ſhe termed it, 
on her conduct; rang for her woman, 
and retired, | 
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char TER XI. 


In which Mr. Burdet finds a new ac⸗ 
guaintance, which occaſions a trip to the 
bookſellers, 


. next morning lady Aſhton, 
| having ordered breakfaſt in her 
oven room, Terentia took her's with the 
gentlemen—and before they had finiſh- 
ed, Mr. Conyers was announced, 

Mr, Burdet looked ſignificantly at 
his lordſhip, and obſerved, “that 
though many things had undergone a 
tranſmutation ſince his remembrance, the 
perſon of a fine woman had Juſt the ſame 
tendency to enſnare mankind as ever— 
put when,” added he turning to Teren- 
tia with a gracious ſmile, © I ſpeak of 


enſnaring, remember, I mean an excep- 
tion 


C | ws ] 15 


tion to ſuch a character as your's, * 5 
cannot but prove an honour to the 
choice of any man. i 
« Exactly my opinion, oi his - 


lordſhip, *“ but form no acquaintance, 
Miſs Sackville, without caution ; de- 


ception, you will find, is more or leſs 
every man's characteriſtic; it is natural 


to diſguiſe thoſe imperfections which we 
are conſcious muſt diſpleaſe the object 


ve would wiſh to obtain; and who is - 


equal to virtue ſuch as your's? There- 


fore for heaven's ſake be cautious of 


whom you honour with your friendſhip. 


What do you know of the character of 


your preſent viſitor ?” 

Not much, I own;” anſwered Te- 
rentia, bluſhing, * but enough, I be- 
lieve to convince me he is no deſpica- 


ble character; that he is unfortunate, 1 


have not a doubt; but to find him un- 


amiable, would very much ſurpriſe me. 
II thank your lordſhip, however, for 
che friendly hint, and ſincerely believe, 
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it is a doctrine worthy of my attention, 
at leaſt if I may give credit to my own 
fagacity, which has within thoſe laſt few 
months of my exiſtence given me reaſon 
to ſuſpect even the moſt 15 80 ap- 
pearances.“ 

A glow of tonſcious guilt retdejied 
the cheek of lord Aſhton as Conyers 
entered. Mr. Burdet begged he would 
partake: of ſome. breakfaſt ; and before 
he had taken his ſecond cup, the old 
gentleman diſcovered him to þe the 
grandſon of an old and valuable friend, 
on whoſe amiable qualities he expatiat- 
ed for more than a quarter of an hour, 
and then, to the utter confuſion of his 
gueſt, he changed the topic, and began 
a diſſertation on the luxury of his fa- 
ther, who, he ſaid, © with all the fpirit 
of modern diſſipation, had ſquandered 
away the fineſt eſtate in England.” He 
then told Conyers he was the model of 
His old friend, and gave him a general 
invitation to his houfe; 
| | The 


4 FI 
The young gentleman thanked him 
for his partial notice, and replied, 
That the time he ſtaid in Bath he 
ſhould dedicate to his friends, among 


which he ſhould be proud to rank 4 


perſon who had thus diſtinguiſhed him; 


at the ſame time preſenting him 4 


manuſcript which he had lately writ- 
ten, and with which he had been to 
Northampton in order to diſpoſe of. 
Alas!“ faid Mr. Burdet, © then 

my fears are not groundleſs ; and you 
ſeverely feel the folly of your late fa- 
my” 

« My father, Sir, had many virtues, 
| though a liberality of ſpirit, unaided 
ſometimes by prudence, made the even- 
ing of his life unpleaſant — and the 


morning of mine rather cloudy. —But 
Shades, even in 


who, Sir, is perfect? 
the brighteſt characters are always to be 


found — and he whoſe ſun is clear from 


the ſpecks of frailty to whom may he 


attribute the cauſe ?—T do not repine, 


nor would I doubt but that the difficul- 
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ties I have encountered are allotted 
me for an end more eflential to my 
real good, than a more favourable 
voyage through, life might. have pro- 
duced.“ 

3 You are, dard cadaved AY the 
fame ſpirit of philoſophy as your grand- 
father,“ anſwered Mr. Burdet, as he 
daſhed away the effuſions of a heart 
unmoved by the remembrance of his 
fellow-ſtudent— « thoſe ſentiments are 
his; juſt ſo would he i in your caſe have 
anſwered, But why carry your manu- 
ſcript to Northampton ? ſurely the me- 
| tropolis of England would have been 
more preferable, and much more likely 
to produce you a good harveſt for your 
labours, than that of a ſingle county.“ 

© It was not till I had tried many of 
the bookſellers i in town, that I conde- 
ſcended to offer it to one of the fra- 
ternity in the country. 20 

« What were their objektions 2 was it a. 


party affair ? I remember in my time a 
gentleman 


L 133 J 


A publiſhed a winphlet in op- 
poſition to government, and the devil 
a one could he ſell, till he anſwered it 
himſelf: then it took prodigiouſly, and 
run through three or four editions,” . 

; « By no means, Sir ; I never trouble 
my head with politicks, it is a compo- 
ſition in verſe, on the beauties of Nature, 
and the juſtneſs of Providence.“ 
In my young days ſuch a produc- 
tion would have done you honour— 
but this 1s not an age for piety and mo- 
rality to go down: I dare ſay the eye 
of faſhion would juſt as ſoon look into 
a ſermon, as a deſcription of what they 
ſo much diſpiſe; and as to. Provi- 
dence, they think nothing about it ;— 
however, we will try what my little 
friend H will ſay to it.? 

_ © You are very obliging, Sir,” laid 
Conyers, ſighing, “but an author who 
has nothing but a ſeries. of misfor- 
tunes to recommend him, has little 
chance of gaining ſo much as a peruſal, 
| much 


C134 J 

much more of being deemed worthy a 
purchaſe. Intereſt, Sir, the wonder 
working taliſman intereſt, is the only 
ſafe anchor for the mind of an author 
to reſt on; every riſing hope, unleſs 
| ſupported by that, ſinks like the ſun 
beneath the grey horizon, when the 
pluvious clouds ſhut it from our fight. 

Mr. Burdet expatiated much on the 
injuſtice of the times, and ſaid every 
aſſiſtance in his power ſhould be at his 
ſervice. Lord Afhton joined in this 
generous offer, and added, when his 
Lady came down they would en Foul 
to the bookſeller's. 3 MOLD? t 
When Terentia went to enquire after 
her Ladyſhip's health, ſhe found her 
ap and dreſſed as for the day; and 
when ſhe mentioned the walk, and that 
the gentlemen meant to affiſt Conyers, 
ſhe appeared gratified at their friendly 
intention, but declined going herſelf. 
With much confuſion, and no ſmall 
degree of terror, teft ſhe ſhould offend; 


Terentia 
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Terentia began an opening to the taſk 
ſhe had impoſed on herſelf, by begging 
her ladyſhip to reſtore to her the pic- 
ture of her friend : but if her terror 
was great, her vexation was not leſs, 
when in a tone very peremptory, her 
Ladyſhip told her, © That if ſhe inſiſt- 
ed on the portrait, ſhe might have it, 
but that ſhe ſhould: (on ſuch a piece of 
ill-judged impertinence) withdraw her 
protection, and place it on ſome one 
who would ſhew themſelves ends of 
her friendſhip.” +» | 
On your own account, Lady Aſhton, 
it is that I would wiſh to diſſuade you 
from irritating your Lord - I admit he 
is greatly in fault; but ſuffer not his 
behaviour to involve you in the tor- 
tures of remorſe. Let me intreat your 
 Ladyſhip to make no uſe of the por- 
trait=--if outward happineſs is denied 
you, Oh! for heaven's ſake part not 
with what is much more defirable—your 
ward 1 nor give the tongue of 
calumny 
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calumny a licence to blame the con- 
duct of her who has it not in her power 
to alledge either a want of ſenſibility 
or prudence on any other occaſion,” 
Lady Aſhton ſeemed moved at this 

advice of Terentia's, which wanted not 
the power of energy to enforce 15 and 
after a pauſe ſhe anſwered, | 
© 13.8 Pardon me, Miſs Sackville, 1 am 
ſure you mean me vell, though you can 
form no idea of the poignancy of that 
torment which is occaſioned by the ne- 
glect of thoſe we love; but after I have 
_ gratified myſelf this once, I will en- 
deavour to convince you that you have 
not pleaded the caule of prudence i in 
vain.““ 3 

Terentia then left her Ladyſhip, and 
: attended the e to the book- 
ſeller' 8. | 
Mr. Burdet, digs: he entered the 

ſhop, informed Mr, H- of his de- 


lire to ſerve his friend, deſiring he 
: would 


E 


would lay aſide ſelf-intereſt, and inform 
him how to proceed. 95 

Mr. H deſired to peruſe a few 
pages, after which he very ingenuouſly 
pronounced the whole to be a very good 
performance; and ſaid, © That if a pre- 
face (in which there muſt be a little fine 
reaſoning, a few excuſes for temerity, 


and a large ſhare of panegyric, on thoſe 
to whom the power of deciding its fate 


would fall) was written, he doubted not 
but! it would fell, 


Mr. Conyers, not much gratified by 
this deciſion, which in his opinion was 
far from favourable, diſdaining the idea 


of courting praiſe by means ſo digreſ- 


five from the high nations of reftitude 


with which he was poſſeſſed, was about 
_ involuntarily to replace the manuſcript 
in his pocket, when: Mr. Burdet de- 


clared his intention of raiſing a ſub. 


ſcription, not doubting, as he ſaid, bat 
the work would ſpeak for itſelf. _ 
0 Why to be ſure,” cried the book- 


ſeller, 
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ſeller, who by this time perceived he 
had committed an error in judgment, 


«© That is the moſt eligible way of go- 


ing to work—decorate but the firſt four 
pages with the names of great patrons, 


and [I'll anſwer for its ſucceſs : as. 


to its being a refined piece of buſineſs, 
why ſo much the better: I never yet 


knew but the little world preferred in 
general thoſe writers, however unintel- 


ligible from their ſublimity, of thought, 
which are patronized by the great— 
they are fond of diſplaying that taſte 
which erring pride inſpires them with 
the ſuppoſition that they poſſeſs, and 
refinement is now ſo much the rage, 
that it is no uncommon thing to hear a 
mechanic expatiating on the beauties of 
Homer, or a chamber-maid diſplaying 
her ſentiments on the repreſentation of 
Handel; and fo, Sir (turning to Mr. 
Conyers) © by this mode of proceed- 
ing you will, doubtleſs, have your per- 
formance run through many editions.” 


Very 


3 
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Very true, very true,” cried Mr. 
Burdet, © a general change in nature! 
for my part I ſhould not be ſurprized 
to ſee the river Thames turned into a 
volcano, or that on the commencement 
of another war, our maritime powers 

ſhould have intirely forgot any exerciſe 
but that of handling the fiddle.” 

Preliminaries being thus ſettled for 
this publication, our party returned, and 
ſcarcely had Terentia aſcended the ſtair- 
caſe, when ſhe perceived Mr. Standly 
hurrying along the paſſage, and ſaw him 
enter a room, the door of which opened 
into an unfrequented lane. 

Unwilling to let her ladyſhip know 
that The had been a witneſs to a viſit ſo 
clandeſtinely paid, ſhe returned to the 
parlour, where the firſt object that pre- 
ſented itſelf to her view was Mr. Con- 
yers, reading « .etter which his ſervant 
had juſt brought him, and which, on 
her entrance, he ſlid into his pocket. 

1 beg, Sir, I may not interrupt you ; 

I bave 
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1 e buſineſs with Lady Aſhton, ” ſaid 
Terentia, and was going up ſtairs. 

« Impoſſible! you can never inter- 
rupt,” he anſwered, darting upon her 
his penetrating eyes; © and yet ſuch is 
your aſcendancy over mankind, that 
you ſeem born, without knowing your 

power, to embitter the life of all who 
behold you.— But what am I ſaying? 
is this friendſhip? I muſt leave you, 
madam; I find I have accepted an office, 
the performance of which 1 am un- 
equal to.“ 

He then left the room, 1 Te- 
rentia wholly at a loſs to account for 
55. unintelligible ne 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XII. 


A concert and a Fin in need. 


A WEEK more had elapſed, during 
which the mornings were ſpent 
in airings, ſhopping, and dreſſing; and 
the evenings in different parties of 
_ pleaſure, where they ſeldom miſled the 
attendance of Conyers; a circumſtance 
by no means difpleaſing to Terentia, 
as the new mode of behaviour which 
Lady Afhton had adopted, gave her 
Lord too many opportunities of endea- 


vouring, under the maſk of friendſhip, 
to ingratiate himſelf into her fayour, 

and from which by this means ſhe was 
able either wholly to diſengage herſelf, 
or by making Mr. Conyers a party in 
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the diſcourſe, prevent any particular 
attention being paid her from that 
nobleman When a letter reached her 
from Mrs. Bryant, intimating that a 
hope had once more illumined her mind, 
that ſhe ſhould ſoon have it in her 
power to reinſtate her in her former 
reſidence, as a treaty of marriage was 
on foot, and it was ſuppoſed would 
ſoon take place, between Groveſby and 
Lady Belinda Sheffield; and that Sir 
Paulet had ſignified to Mr. Bryant that 


as ſoon as thoſe nuptials were actually 


celebrated, he would not only conſent 
to her being recalled, but moſt cordially 
join in any ads of friendſhip to their 
juſtly eſteemed favourite. 

This intelligence was at once plea- 
ſing, diſtreſſing, and mortifying; the 
thoughts of again enjoying the ſatisfac- 
tion of Mrs. Bryant's company highly 
gratified her; ſhe ſaw, and ſaw with 
the deepeſt anxiety, that Lady Aſhton 
ws in the way to render her own cha- 


rater 
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rafter ſuſpicious, and ſhe was equally 
certain that, in that caſe, her protection 
would by no means continue an eligible 
one for a young perſon who had no- 
thing but her virtue to ſteer her through 
the fluctuating waves of life; yet the 
condition on which Mrs. Bryant was 
to receive her, was by no means an 
eaſy one; it required more fortitude, 
reſignation, and indifference than Te- 
rentia was at that moment poſſeſſed of; 
and as the ſenſations of pride and re- 
venge were ſtrangers to her breaſt, her 
only refuge was in ſheding a copious 
ſhower of ſorrow's filent ſtream, after 
which reaſon reſumed its ſway, and ſe- 
renity, if not felicity, again took poſleſ= 
fion of her heart. 

With a fixed reſolution, enen ap 
baniſh every idea of Groveſby from her 
mind, ſhe attended Lady Aſhton to a 
private concert. They had not been 
there many minutes, when Standly made 
his appearance; and in leſs than an 


| hour, 


1 
1 
| 
k 
| 
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Fo hour, Lord Aſhton, with his Glad Sir. 


William Sandal, whom Terentia imme- 
diately recognized to be the ſame gen- 
tleman who had ſo highly compliment- 
ed her perſon in her firſt interview with 
his Lordſhip, alſo entered the room; 
and, after paying his reſpects to I ady 
Aſhton, he politely, though with the fa. 
miliarity of an old acquaintance, accoſt. 
ed-Terentia, by her firname, and with a 
countenance expreſſive of tender ſolici- 

tude enquired after her health, and how 
long ſhe had been reſident in this hart 


of the world. 


While Lady Aſhton, wholp ths 
Was very great to the Baronet, ſuſpect- 
ing, and perhaps with reaſon, that his 
company conduced not a little to the 
late turn in his Lordſhip! behaviour, 
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It is ſomething extremely new, Sir 
William, that you are to learn in this 


matter. I dare ſay Lord Aſhton wrote 
you an account of it as ſoon as he n 


it 
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it himſelf. I am ſure you are too much 
his confidential friend, to be ignorant of 
even the moſt trivial occurrences in 5 

family. | | 

The Bayonet bit his Fn ad Eddy 
Aſhton, with an air of diſpleaſure, re- 
tired to another part of the room, leav- 
ing Terentia petrified with aſtoniſhment 
at this unexpected effrontery in a per- 
ſon ſhe had ſcarcely ſeen, and terrified 
beyond expreſſion at what Lady Afh- 
ton had thrown out—obliged to liſten 
to the pretended friendſhip of his Lord- 
ſhip, or what was equally diſguſting, the 
unmeaning, yet familiar gallantry in 
the Baronet, her ſituation became quite 
comfortleſs ; and her eyes involuntarily 
caſt a wiſhſul look when ever the door 
opened, hoping for the entrance of 
Conyers, whoſe juſt remarks, would, 
ſhe knew, edify her mind, which was ſe- 
dulouſſy intent to improve itſelF on 
every occaſion that offered. 1 
« Surely,” cried the Baronet, ob- 
vo kh. H ſerving 
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ferving | her, «there is an invilible mag- 
net that draws your attention, Miſs 
Sackville, to the door; or is it an ex- 
peQation of ſome happier object, than 
thoſe you now favour with your com- 
pany, that debars us of that attention 
we ſo much wiſh to arreſt?” ? | 

„Ah, Miſs Sackville !”” whiſpered 
Lon Aſhton, with a meaning in his 
| _ countenance not quite ſo expreſſiye of 
friendſhip as he perhaps meant it to be, 
« I fee too plainly you are no longer 
free am now convinced that; m my ſuſ- 
picions are not founded in error, and 
that Wes given your valuable heart 
to Conyers? oo yd bf nome $1597 
Provoked as: this tea: which 
deprived her of the only fatisfaQtion the 
place afforded, it being impoſſible to 
receive any from the muſic, as che c 
pany conſiſted much more of talkers 
than hearers, Terentis, aroſe, and went 
in ſearch of Lady Aſhton, whom fhe 
found in the coffee room with Mr. 
Standly, 
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Standly, to whom ſhe was relating the 
continual ill-uſage ſhe had met with 
from her lord, together with her diſ- 
like of his companion. 

« am glad you are come,” ſhe ſaid 
to Terentia, © I dare ſay you have been 
teazed to death with the impertinence 
of that wretch the baronet; come fit 
down, and let us take ſome coffee. 1 
am quite ſtupid with liſtening to the 
muſic ; are not you, Sir, wann to 
Standly.“ | 

« *Tis impoſſible to have a dull ſer 
ſation in your ladyſhip's company,” he 
anſwered, „or otherwiſe 1 confeſs a 
private concert is by no means a favour- 
ite entertainment with me.“ 

J hate it of all things,” replied her 
ladyſhip, “ and when ever it is agree- 
able we will return home: as to my lord 
and Sir William, I don't expect to ſee 
them any more this evening. 

With all my heart,” anſwered 
Hs Standly 3 


— 
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Standly ; and ſoon after the chairs were 
called. 
That of Lady Aſhton's went firſt; 
and Terentia was much ſurprized, that 
after going, what in her opinion appcar- 
ed to be twice the way ſhe came, ſhe 
had not entered the ſtreet in which Mr. 
Burdet reſided, ſhe therefore put by 
the curtain; and enquired of the men 
the reaſon of their going a ſtrange way. 

They anſwered they were right, and 
ſhould reach Mr. Burdet's in a few 
minutes; —a few minutes elapſed, yet 
no ſign of the ſtreet made its appear- 
| ance—ſhe perſiſted they were in the 
wrong road—but ſhe was anſwered in 
the negative—again ſhe called, but ſhe 
called in vain! they had their orders, and 
knew too well how to execute them, to 
notice any terrors ſhe might be poſſeſſed - 
| Her preſence of mind, however, did 
not, in this trying moment, forſake her ; 
and taking a diamond from her fing er 
which 
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which Lady Aſhtorr had given her the 
day before, ſhe with ſome difficulty cut 
round the fide<glaſs, and with the heel 
of hef ſhoe ſet herſelf at liberty ; but 
not without cutting ber arm in ſo ſhock. 
ing à manner, as gave her reaſon, at 
the moment, to Hey 900 the en not 
ſurvive the pain. HS % wats 

In this condition 10 would, in 3 
bability; have been obliged to're<enter 
the chair, had not a gentleman, with a 
ö black patch over one eye, accompanied 
by two watchmen; TO on her My 
deli red to them. 

At the fight of bees Torentia $ 
heart füllk within her ;-ſhe' vrembled 
in ſuch 4 manner that her pfotector 
cd hardly ſupport her, 6} "a well 
khown'voice” vibrate through her ſoul 
ke that 6f her güarcian angel's, and 
reaſſured her of her fafety, by ſaying, 

© Be' not alarméd, dearcit Vig Sack- 
| ville am Cotes "your rien Con- 
| 5 pers 


l 1 1 


by yers—but aſk no queſtions ; t0-morrow 


I will tell you all.” 

He then put her into ther chair, 
and conveyed her home, leaving her to 
form what conjeQures ſhe thought pro- 
per on an adventure, the event of which 
(had not Providence interferedinher be- 
half) would doubtleſs have embittercd 
her future exiſtence, _ 

She was told by Lady Aſhton's wo- 
man, that her ladyſhip had retired for 
the night, and that ſhe had given or- 
ders not to be diſturbed. 

« Is my lord then raue po» faid 
Terentia. as 
% No ma'am,” anſwered the 3 | 
with a ſignificant ſhrug, © my lord is as 
ſafe in the company of Sir William 
Sandal, as if he was locked up in the 
King's Bench; and that being the caſe, 
my lady thinks ſhe can ſafely indulge 
| herfelf in an agreeable tete d tte. Ha, 
ha! well I declare now 'tis a charming 


2 to be rich 
« | dan't 
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dont underſtand you, ” ſaid the 
- ſurprized Terentia, © how! what do 
you mean?“ 

Why there is a thouſand ways, 
ma'am, for a lady of quality to pay a 
careleſs huſhand in his own coin: ſo 
they do but confider their conkdents 
- withthe true ſpirit of liberality, tis ten 
to one, by the means of back doors, bal- 
comes, or ſome kind appendage to gal- 
lantry, but the rover is amply "gy for 
his neglect.“ | 
Well,“ ſaid Terentia, vexed at 
this confirmation of her ladyſhip's indiſ- 
cretion, © though it muſt be confeſſed 
you have toped yaur part as a chamber- 

maid, I cannot compliment her lady- 
| ſhip on the ſincerity of her confidant— 


but perhaps, inebriated with the poiſon- 


ous cup of falſe-felicity, ſhe has forgot 
that true ſpirit of liberality which you 
ſeem to hint as a thing fo very eſſential 

to the art of ſecret-keeping. 
« You have juſt gueſſed it, Miſs,” 7 re- 
4 
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plied Margaret; © and indeed if it was 
not for this ſame employment, our 
places would ſcarcely be worth keep- 
ing.— The laſt lady I attended never 
paid me my wages; but then her gallant 
was kind to an exceſs, and that was juſt 
the ſame thing you know; and then 
my lord had his ſecrets too. Indeed, 
upon the whole I had no cauſe to be 
pleaſed when their debts obliged them 
to leave England, for what with one 
thing and another, my place was as good 
as thirty pounds a year: and indeed, 
all things confidered, we had need to 
be well paid, for I MLT in why laſt 
illneſs, my conſcience ſadly miſgave me; 
and had not John aſſured me chat our 
employers and not ourſelves would be 
accountable for the errors we commit 
on their accounts, I mould certainly 
never have ſurvived it, my terror was 
ſo great! for the Scripture ſaith, there 
is no lying in the kingdom of heaven.” 


1 * yer, Mrs. Margaret, againſt 
conviction 
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conviction you it ſeems continue your 
old employment in being acceſſary, or 
to connive at the deſtruQion of others; 
but take heed leſt you miſapply thoſe 
gifts with which heaven has endowed 
you; for be aſſured you will not by 
ſuch miſtaken, notions eſcape the quick 
ſands of remorſe on that avenging hand 
which has promiſed to requite the evil 
doer.'1. | 

“ Dear, Miſs, you have „ 
high notions of religion, and all that 
tis no wonder there are ſuch ſtratagems 
on foot. But notwithſtanding you think 
yourſelf fo ſafe, you muſt condeſcend 
to oblige my lord nay, if you knew 
all, you would think it your mtereſt to 
comply. | 

Terentia much alarmed, at this 7 
inſinuation, demanded what ſhe meant 
by ſtratagems and contrivances? _ 

« As to that, Miſs, I can as I ſaid 
before, if I am well rewarded, keep a 
ſecret as well as other peↄple: but how- 
H 5 ä 


two }. 


ever, to prevent your ſtanding in your 
own light, I will if you chooſe to hear 
it, tell you what John and my lord faid 
the day after he faw you at Northamp- 
ton.“ | Ek 
Terentia, thinking that ſhe might ga- 
ther from this tatler ſomething which 
concerned her to know, anſwered “that 
on condition ſhe would never again 
trouble her with any more family ſe- 
crets, ſhe might, this once, gratify her 
loquacity.“ 
Mrs. Margaret, who had always od 
ed herſelf. for being much (that is in 
her own eyes) above the common run 
of abigails, found herſelf extremely 
piqued at the term loquacity, and was 
about to reply with ſome aſperity, when. 
her lady's bell ringing, prevented her; 
and ſhe had only time to mutter as ſhe 
| ſhut the door, ſomething about the in- 
ſufferable pride of toad-eaters, and idle 
dependants ! leaving Terentia perplex- 
N | RESET 
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ed at the hiots ſhe. had thrown. out, 
and anxious for the next day*s approach, 
when ſhe determined to inform Mr. 
Conyers of all ſhe had heard, and con- 
ſult him in what manner, and under 
what pretence ſhe ſhould leave the pro- 


tection of thoſe who ſeemed born to 


diſgrace humanity. 


« Good Heavens!” thought ſhe, as 
ſhe ſat refleting on what ſhe had heard, 


is it poſſible that thus the great Eſſence 
of all is requited for the ſunſhine of 
his favours? Well might the poor in- 
valid complain of the inconſiderate 
rich l. well might he expatiate on their 
want, of juſtice and humanity, when 
thus they can vitiate the minds of 
thoſe who have a claim, as being un- 
der their protection, to be inſtruQted 
in every neceſſary and moral duty 
How. at this rate is religion, that bul- 
wark of every other virtue, to be 
ſupported? and to what unheard of 


H 6 horrors. - 
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horrors muſt that nation be deſtined, 
whoſe religious principles are ſubvert- 
ed by diſſipation, and whoſe morality 
is ſacrificed to faſhion!““ | 


9 


CES 
„ 
* 
* = 
— ZW, 
I 9 . AS „„ | n 
W * 4 I 
* ＋ b * . 4 4 a Y gn * ** * 1 * Ta * ; * 
Zi / n ie 
er 25 y * wo — 4 7 - 3 | 
3 F 1 IF 1 4 * 
eg e CODY 


CHAPTER 


EMS 3 


CHAPTER XIII. 


A FT TR) wha & occg ſio ons the removal 
of our Heroine. 


. AFre an almoſt. ſleepleſs night; 
at the hour of fix Terentia aroſe 
with an intent to write to Mrs. Bryant ; 5 
but before ſhe had taken pen in hand, 
a violent uproar in the paſſage ad 
her attention; and on opening the 
door, ſhe could eaſily diſtinguiſh the 
voice of Mr. Burdet, who. e 
paſſion, cried out | | 
« Fine work ! fine work truly! not 
content with diſgracing your ſex with 
your continual gadding abroad, but you. 
muſt make my houſe the receptable of 
your 
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your looſe deſires! the lock of my back 
door, which I had fitted up for my own 
private uſe, is entirely ſpoiled with. pick- 
ing to let in your gallant in your lord's 
abſence. I tell you niece, vere you 
daughter to the Great Mogul, I would 
not ſuffer ſuch a breach of morality 
under my. roof.” | 800 

For heaven's ſake, Sir,” dafvcred 
a voice whoſe tone evinced' it to be 
no other than Mr. Standly's, “ ſpeak 
not ſo loud: on the honour of a gentfe-. 
man I came hither for no other purpofe 
than. to teach the lady the Italian lan- 
guage nd here is the book men 
we have been Practiſing. ? 

Indeed,“ rejeined her Kadyſhip; 

Mr. Stenclly fpeaks truth, and no- 
thing brit the truth yet if my lord. 
ſhould come home, and find you in fuck 
a paſſion he won't believe a Word of 
whak T ſay s and then my character 
mut ſuffer; not only in his eyes, hut 
Bkewiſe in the- work@'s—in-pity to me, 
9 


1 69 J 
therefore, dear Sir, quit us inſtantly, 
you never more fhall find me capable 
of ſo much indiſcretion.” 5 
« As to your lord's ins ie, I 
would not burthen my conſcience with 
ſuch a ſecret for the univerſe—and: {a 
all you have to do is to prepare your- 
ſelf for your departure, in order to ſtudy 
this ſame Italian language under ſome 
other roof, for poſitively I will connive at 
no ſuch imprudent behaviour. He then 
infiſted on Mr. Standly inſtantly quit- 
ing the houſe; and returned to his room 
ruminating on an event which height, 
ened not his opinion of an age whoſe ime. 
pieties had long made it not only a fub- 
je@ of diſlike, but of utter deteſtation 
to a man who had in moſt of the events. 
of his life guided himſelf by the reins 
of rectitude; and Who had made this: 
door, which we have before ſaid b gened 
int o a back lane, for the purpoſe of his 
morning meditation. It is no wonder, 
that on finding i it an appen- 
| dage 


. 46 J 

dage to indiſcretions of this kind, he 
was too much incenſed to why Lady 
Aſhton any quarter. A 

At ſeven Terentia ventured down 
into the parlour, and _ after Conyers 
MO: Dd 

He now related to her what con- 

vinced her, that her ſuſpicions, with re- 
gard to Lord Aſhton, were too well 
founded; and that it was in conſe- 
quence of a diſcourſe overheard by 
himſelf between his Lordſhip and Sir 
William Sandal, in his way to the con- 
cert, which had put it in his power tc 
fave her from that deſtruction _ had 
planned for her. . 

After returning him ber grateful 
thanks for this ſingular piece of ſervice, 
in accents which perhaps wounded the 
peace ſhe would have wiſhed in any 
way where her own was not concerned 
to have preſerved, ſhe related the hints 
thrown out by her ladyſhip's woman, 
r W in conſequence of lady Aſh- 

ton's 
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ton's imprudence had fell from the lips 
of Mr. Burdet, deſiring him to aſſiſt her 
with his advice how to eſcape the dan- 
ger which threatened her reputation, 
from living with a lady ſo careleſs of 
her own, and her peace, from the beha- 
viour of a man ſo vi Saran as Lord 
MARINE e i | 2 BUY 

Mr. Conyers had ey time to re- 

ply, © That ſhe muſt on no account 
endanger her character by a eontinu- 


ance in the family; but that he was rſ%o 


peculiarly unhappy, as not to! haveiic 
in his r to recommend her to any 
perſon WE Was worthy ſo precious a 


charge: that however, he had ca friend 


in whoſe power he hoped it would! be 


to find out a proper alylum far herz 


till a more Eligible ſituation Offered d 


whom he would? immediatelyrrite N 


and whoſ@anfwerhe was ſurd he rHoeulct 


receive by the return of ther poſt 3 


when Mr. BirdeCen%redtheroomycin: 


« Miſs Sackville,” he faid; with an 


alr 
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air of real vexation, © I am hurt to be 
abliged to deſire you to quit a hoafſe, 
the owner of which regards you with 
an eye truly paternal 3 but you muſt, 
and that inſtantly, leave us; or run the 
bazard of loſing what I am convinced 
is more dear to you than your exiſt. 
ence. Indeed, a woman deprived of 
her good name, is like a jewel depriv- 
ed of its luſtre. But I need not com- 
ment on the matter further, than io 
inform you, that Lord Aſhton. is. en- 
deavouring to get you into his power, 
for ends the moſt villainous ; and that 
his lady, though ſhe may be free from 
actual crimes, is by far too faſhionable 
to be diſcreet.” . 

Terentia, after l 3 


bim for his advice, informed him ſhe 
had been ſpeaking with Mr. Conyers 
on the ſubjeet, and that ſhe meant only 
| to wait till the next day, when he 
hoped to recerve an anſwer to a letter 


* bo was going to write to a friend of 
IS. his, 
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his, who he had reaſon to believe had 
intereſt to procure her a more proper 
aſylum; and that in the interim, to 
prevent any future plans Lord Aſh. 
ton might form, under pretence of in- 
diſpoſition, ſhe would ſtay in her own 
room, except at ſuch times as Lady 
| Aſhton required her attendance, 
Mr. Burdet, after commending her 
. reſolution, exclaimed loudly at the in- 
ſufferable aſſurance of our modern fine 
ladies; avering, that it was chiefly w- 
ing to the preſent mode of education, 
that the manners of women were totally 
changed ſince his remembrance ; ſup- 
poſed that the Italian faſhion. of ad- 
miting a ciciſbeo into their bed-cham- 
bers, would next be the rage ; and that 
in a few years every feminine virtue 
would, like that of true patriotiſm, be | 
ſunk into oblivion. | 
He then left the room, * Terentia 
went, as it was her cuſtom, to enquire 


alter her lady ſhip. 


Lord 
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P 
_ Lord. my dear!” cried her lady. 
fp as ſhe entered, © did. you ever 
ear ſuch an odd old fellow in your 
 life?—do' you know, Mr. Burdet has 
taken 'it into his head to take it ill, 
becauſe he ſaw Mr. Standly go out of 
the back door this morning juſt before 
ſix : I declare he had been only learn- 
ing me the Italian language, and here 
he has made ſuch a diſturbance! I dare 
ſay you muſt have heard him — but 
| however I ſhall, the moment I can get 
ready, leave his houſe; ſo you may 
put your things i in readineſs” as ſoon as 
you poſſibly can; for poſitively I wont 
ſtay aſter ſuch treatment a naſty reli- 
gious old fellow—I wonder what. buſi- 
neſs he had to YO 10 his devotions"ſo 
early! J ot hangs. po os. - 1108 
Terentia; whom this: declaration had 
actually diſcompoſed, ſaid ſhe had a 
violent head- ach, and begged leave to 
retire: when her. ladyſhip, with the 
greateſt good- humour, ſtopped her, ſay- 

| | ing, 
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ing, © ſhe had ſomething to tel] her that 
would put her in ſpirits ;” and drawing 
2 chair cloſe to her own, made her fit 
down. © My dear Terentia,” ſhe then 
ſaid, „it is in your power to render me 
the greateſt ſervice in the world! will 
you oblige me? I am ſure J would do 
any thing to ſerve you.” | 

There is no reaſonable requeſt that 
Tady Aſhton has not a right to expect 
her highly-favoured friend to comply 
with,” ſaid Terentia, trembling, leſt ſhe 
ſhould require any thing derogating 
from that rectitude of action which ſhe 
had ever made it her ſtudy, in her great- 
eſt trials, to adhere to. 

« You are ſo grave, ſo cautious, and 
ſo demure,“ cried her ladyſhip,: © that 
I declare I am half afraid to tell you 
what I would wiſh you to do---I doubt 
you will think me an unaccountable 
creature.“ 

« Deareſt Lady Aſhton, 2 me 
the hearing any propoſal from one I fo. 
much 
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much value, where a conſciouſneſs 
evinces it even in idea to be unfit.” 

« You are a ſtrange unaccountable, 
that's certain---but as I am ſure you 
cannot be ignorant that my lord adores 
you, I will venture to tell you, that on 
your accepting his hand, depends all my 
future happineſs; as in that-caſe I can 
(in appearance at leaſt) ſo behave 
- myſelf that his lordſhip may claim 
a divorce, which is the only thing in 
the world to conduce to both our feli- 
cities; for poſitively I can no longer 
bear to be linked to one who I know 
both hates and deſpiſes me.“ | 
C And have I not reaſon,” thunder- 
ed out Lord Aſhton, who now entered, 
« do you ſuppoſe I will ever cohabit 
with a woman ſo notoriouſly abandoned! 
did not Sir William Sandal and myſelf 
ſee your paramour ſkulk out at the gar- 
den gate? But I demean myſelf by con- 
deſcending to talk with ſuch a wanton. 
Remember, madam, I have now for ever 

: = done 
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done with you—you cannot, after this, 
expect any further protection from me! 
Shall I (with an air of inſult) ſend for 
Standly to conduct you to the place of 
your future reſidence? For, by hea- 
vens! you ſleep no more under the 
ſame roof with myſelf,” 

This was too much—notwithſtanding | 
lady Aſhton, out of falfe bravery, had 
gone ſuch lengths, yet ſhe ftill loved 
her lord. And to be thus commanded 
from his preſence, ſtruck her with ſuch 
a tremour, that it was with much diffi- 
culty ſhe could be kept from fainting— 
luckily however a ſhower of tears re- 
lieved her; and ſhe anſwered; 

« If I muſt leave you, lord Aſhton, 
let me not be branded with undeſerved 
infamy. I own I have acted imprudent- 
ly, but not with criminality. I vill fore- 
go that felicity which I once promifed 
myſelf, in paſſing. my days pleafingly 
tranquil in your ſociety, becauſe I am 
certain it will conduce to your happineſs. 

| | I have 
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green pleaded im your av 
(pointing to Terentia) ſo mudwiflþs.l 
Wiha render to you that ſfelicii 
| Which 1, have long been 8 convinced 
N marriage wich FO + has robbed you 
Sho ei gh oO: 4d ide 05 0141 ye 
4 f if.“ cried, high lordſhip, you 
Can ſiere ſucceed, (taking che almoſhpe- 
"ried band of Terentia) and ſubmit to 
„duch a ſeparation as, will intitle, 41 
take-for life this amiable girl, I will pot 
5 ;oply live on a footing « of friendſhip With 
you, but ſettle ſuch a part of your, for- 
Aden eu as. ſhall. enable; Standly t 
. purchaſe a tifle.— Say hut, deareſt Miſs 
\Sackyille,. that you will bleſs me, with 
Mer hand, AW 1 Jhal he put too 
happy. ig il 
e Tetentis, no xx pins ay an 
aREES at the total ingilſerengequc>:c- 
cher party paid to the moſi.ſolemn 
acred of. all. Yows;rmShudderiog,top 
: h horro fit | 2 prgpeſal- Which Har 


en 


1 
heaven and her own underſtanding, 
replied: | 

That the was N ſorry to 
fee ſuch a miſunderſtanding between 
them—that ſhe would moſt willingly do 
any thing to contribute to that reconci- 
liation which ſhe ardently wiſhed, and 
hoped would yet take place; but that 
if they both perſiſted to think of a ſe- 
paration, ſhe hoped they would not 
take it ill as, in that caſe, ſhe ſhould 


moſt certainly take leave of them ; and 
_ that inſtantly, and for ever! 

Lord Aſhton appeared thunderſtruck 
at this total diſmiſſion of all his hopes; 
while her ladyſhip, bent on nothing but 
her own liberty, cried out, * oh! that 
odious picture! — but for that —you 
would have obliged me, and made my 
lord happy — here, Aſhton,” (taking 
| from her pocket the picture) © here is 
your rival! ſo you may revenge your- 
elf the firſt time you meet nit} for 
Vor. ö "Miſs 
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MifsSaokvilletold nie Rm 
-femblance of the original,“ ? 
His lordſhip took the piſdunes and | 
with much agitation, eried; „d -n 
lei ze thee I whoever; thou art.“ And 
Miſs Sackuille l ſuch is the violence of 
my affection, that either the original of 
meeting, except you will {wear to make 
nb happy, by being mine for life.? 
age I xilb nat promiſe what I never can 
perform, my lord but, on my honour, 
om perſon for whom that picture: Was 
taken ning ever can rere e 
10 me. 1d £198 | HIST SG 
He is . . to eee to 
| 3 and” — ſhe would have pro- 
ceeded, but the words died on her lips, 
and the ſunk motionleſs on the ground. 
J ſee ber thus on any other account, 
nol have hurt his lordſhip beyond 
cnception hut as it Was too evident 
lar sither his one his love, that they 
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cauſe originated from her affedtion te 
his rival, it ſerved but to irritate him; 
and ſtamping his foot on the floor as he 
left it, he vowed never to reſt till he had 
lady be was going to London, fram 
which ; place he i ſhould ſend to Mr. 
Burdet ſuch writings as would intitle 
her to the ſum he had before propoſed; 
and that if he ſhould ever be happy 
enough to gain the affettions of Miſs 
Sackville, he ſhould- expect that her 
ladyſhip would be e N 
v0 His happiness. 
Ugh Her ladyſhip ee and po 
one mark of diſpleaſure in her coun- 
tenance, bid him adieu. And thus for 
ever ended a connection which took 

ace without one eſſential ingredient to 
fvectenthat ſtares whacky eee mi 


on ———— is . bound te be 
free: from bitters always, as thoſe 
yuan by the faculty, by way of ſtomach. 

12 ics; 
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ties: but alas l ho. differently do tliey 
act! Inſtead of diſplacingothe vitiated 
humours of the habitythey/ corrbde 
| (like che eurled inſect which veſts/no fill 
it has browſed every green leaf hi- 
power) the mind f thoſe who are un- 
fortunate enough i to taſte them 190 
19Not at preſent, however, Was lady 
Aſhton ſenſible of that pain whichſhe 
Rad before known and wllich; perhaps 
fe may hereaſter feel. She thôught of 
nothing but her approaching happinuf 
With Standly; and how to bring>aboin = 
the now wiſhed for connection between 


did all imher power to conſole her when 
Me . returned to life and attended her 
t bed on her ſaying ſhe was unable to 
up Lher care did not, howevety| pre- 
Vent a fever, which enfuod fröm the 
anxioty of ben mind; whick ſhe had, ſuſ- 
tained in the foregoing diſcourſe, and 
dherwas judged 30 be intapable- of at- 
„ ber 5:1 1651 eee 
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tendling her; aainetbe next day in her 
| journey town To bro! n 
b Pbis eee of ſconcernto 
FTerentia, who hoped, unmoleſted, ina 
few:days; to purſue a different route a 


route, which ſhe truſted, would afford 
her more ſerenity of mind than that 


which- the intended to elude - though 


all preſent, the dread leſt any misforr 


tune ſhould await Mr. Groyeſby, through 


the violence of lord Aſhton, much em 


büttered the pleaſing ſenſations of having 
eſcaped; as ſhe hoped, for ever, the im- 


proper importunities of lord Aſhton, 


prudence of his lady, whom, though 
the could not pretend to vindicate, ſhe 
fixed her firſt affettions, had been the 


eee cauſe of her 1 alete into 


error. 14 {5 5 e * 14 3 $562 I 
The alley day ee ſent her u 
nols;imimaing, that he had ſucceeded 


3 3 


yh 
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in his Wim; ald that, whenever: ſhe was 
$124 e Himfelr would conduct her 
Where, he trufted; ſhe wwuld meet wich 
a very gracious reception from thoſe 
whoſe” minds were more ſimilar to her 
own, than that of the” _ the had 


e 


left. #3 316! ee = 

2 Was a cordiel ef een 
any the had Rrallowed by the ad- 

Hits Ty Her doctor; and iri a fe days, 

Vith «promiſe from Mr. Burdet'thatthe 

Should ſee him in town, the” left” his 

Bld table maniſivn'; 3 and, beet by 


N 


4 pr [et afnved in Mikotet⸗ este, te 
chat ſeaſon of che year when the chil- 
ling blaſts of Boreas threaten deſolation 

to the humble cor, and the darkened 

ſky warns Its winged travellers to treat 

Rom the © coming g ſtorm. SASH Ak? 5 

k The tranſitio from we cheerleſs 
ep ne "which the, Cage afforded to 

Gat 6 f, London don. b Nau eight” in 

11 Fake? 

the come in th e month of De- 


f 
cember, 
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cember, was never perhaps more Pleaf. 
ingly experienced. than in 1 the mi ind of 
Terentia—who, bad; been uncommonly 
dull during her journey, as. Mr. Con- 
yers was, for ſome reaſon or other, very 
indifferent company, and ſo. exceed- 
ingly abſent, that during the laſt twenty 


miles nothing more than monoſy llabies 5 a 1 


— — . — op RE 
n — : SS — 
— — — 2 m 
he LA 


in anſwer to, any. queſtion put by his ” 1} 
fair companion, had paſſed his lips; i 
circumſtance far from being grateful to | M 
Terentia, as ſhe feared, and, perhaps, "4 
not; without reaſon, that ſhe herſelf was 9 
_ the, cauſe of that dejeQion of Ly = 
- which was too viſible to be overlooke # 
and, for which, he would aſſign no rea- | | wh 
_ Jon. but thoſe of ſighs, or evalive an- al 
ſyers, to her repeated enquiries , alter = 
his health. N 1 
On ag 3 which he did! in leſs | bi. 
than an hour after his arrival, 177 With 4 MH 
much. « diffidence preſſed the hand 1 pF il 
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me with more ſeverity, leſt I become a 


traitor to that friend{hip which I have 


always held facred = and add to my 


preſent torments the ſeverer * of 


ſelf condemnation.” © 
He en left her to reflect at dein e 


on he be e had, as once before, incau- 


zioully let fall, and for which he felt as 


much ch h as the did curiolitp. K 
e 8 
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Ts u which 1 igel, a ery | amiable cha- 
: TY aller of « Q Jaſtionable friend — and 


W757 


fome e d liſagrecable occur renceß H. our 


. herome meets. with al the Opera. 
T3 


"HERE is a Wee e ſome- 


— thing in the appearance of ſome 
people, which on a firſt acquaintance, 


acts ſo powerfully on the human mind, 
as to render it an involuntary capture: 
of that order of beings was Mrs. Moun- 
taign. She was deſcended from an an- 
cient and honourable family - and her 
reception of Terentia (who had been 

recommended by the friend of Mr. 


Conyers, as a perſon extremely well 


qualified to live with her as a compa- 
bs, nion) 


ATA AI 
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mion) was ſuch as'evinced/her education 
to be elevated us her bir tn. 
She had married, at the age i | 
ty, the man of her choice; deſpfſing all 
mercenary views, and ſeeking feliciry;, 
fröm an alfection founded on eſteem, 
and which promiſed to be durable 
#5 the ſtate of humanity would admit: 
as her affection was returned from a 
man '<qually- formed to n the fo. 
ial or ſolitary hour. 
Mr. Moüuntaign, ado endued 
with every accompliſhment which Afli- 
beral education when ingrufted oha 
Fettite genius could inſure, was ſo much 
above that vain oſtentation of parts, 
ich marks the character of our mo- 
dern witlin gs, (many of whom give the 
world reaſon to ſuppoſe,” that they have 
adopted to themſelves the Turkiſh idea, 
with regard to the living principle of 


our ſex) that he preferred a converſa⸗ 
tion; and that on the moſt exalted, as 
well as refined ſubjetts, with his amiable 
N 91 conſort, 


al #79 J 
n 10,thoſer formed in gonvixial 
orgies with the nptazies of Barotuas pad 


Venus, 28 & 21 113K 55711 gift 260 3 
„A. ſhert, time convinced Terentia 


that Mr. Conyers had not deceiyed her 


expeRtations;-ſhe found, in Mrs. Mgyn+ 


 Jaignall that was amiable, noble, and hu 


manes a pleaſing regularity ran chrou 
the whole houſe ; and diſorder, not with 
ſtanding they kept up an extenſive, a 


quaintance, ſeemed, haniſhed, not nl | 


 framhe drawing room,;; but:krom,gyery 

department :of..this-,well-regulazed;;fan 
mihy— ran affable fwcetnels,jof many 
nenen graced with. a becoming, dignity 
of: fauk,,made, this; amiable woman, van 


led 1by. her acquaintance and adereg 


by, her domeſtics, who were, eves,ready 
ny on the wings of gladneſs to prey 


vent her;wiſhes;:; ſo far had her manner | 


Bained an aſcendency over their gratey 
ful minds, that a look was, ſufficientnο 
enferoe any ut reguired bak their 


eben zift dc. 239uel Houttos 26 Haw 
Wet, An 
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em elegant plenty. graced hen bord 
yet ſhe ſedutouſly avõided meedleſsſprod 
fuſton and totally diſregarded that. oſa 
lentation which is but the emblemobia 
mind unhleſſed with ſenfibilicyzniabd 
which though it may pleaſe the leyerof 
folly and diſſipation, can never heighten 
he character of its diſplayer ih the 
minds of the truly great. RIAN ei 
HEN mornings after Terentia had 
beenla reſident in this maaſiom of peuce 
and ſerenity, as ſhe was Walking throtigh 
Aopaſfage ſhe thought ſhe heard the 
voice'of Mrs. Mountaign, though at f 
esrly an hour as that f ſeven and 
wondering what could have  occationed 

| keto riſe folearly; ſhe wah about to en- 
| quirefterher health; when the voice of 
| oppo omni the following 
manner: 1584119. 01 #1611 - 
vol Indeed, Mdmeanthbajeor boy was 
alot naked g and Lain ſure I have more 

mies than I trant- Land) L WOuld haue 
25 en him my — but nurſe would 


: [2 not 


T fe 1 
tit fearing. you ud be angry; | 
but L know he will / be there again tos 
day, and if yon will let me give himany 
money, I will get a double taſk; indeed 
Mamma; Twòäill z yes, and I vill be very 
careful how I pronounde all I read With 
| a proper cadence. » <> will, indeed.“ of 
„Well, my beſt love,“ anſwered 
Mrs. Mountaign, * I. will indulge vo 
in this nobleſt propenſity of the human 
your happineſs, I will; not only give ou 
leave to diſpenſe your favours, but) xe 
imburſe you ae lum, ex, 
pended. nt FEG 18 n bon 
Ihe curioſity of Teyentia: was raiſed 
on hearing this, and ſne involuntarily 
lapped at the door, and begged-permil.. 
lion to enter. + 19111610 
ee Ah Madam; had I known; how 
charmingly you had been engaged, 
Mould deen n e at your early 


un zud „3011 m ee ö 


. 1 3 


2 8 
* # . * 1 


with ai proper emphaſis— 


he 
[ | 182 7 ö 


riſinge why was J not before permitted 


toi ſecothis lovely child ꝰ ? 7537 bad ot 
22% For no other reaſon than that I 
thought the hburs which I dedicate to 
forming her young ideas, too early for a 
modern fine lady; and ſuch, aften living 
with lady Aſhton, Lexpetted to find you: 
but a le days convinced me yulwere 

amore rational being; and you':bave:. 
oy” prevented my viſfi to ãntroduee 
you to my little charmer.? IVb. | 
She then gave the child a leſſon in 


© Maſon on Self Knowledge g anν⁰ fur- 
priſed Perentia with the progreſs the 
had made; for though; ſhe had but 


juſt: entered her ſixth year, ſhe read 


nd-the care 
ious parent, food 


of a tender and judi- 


confſſed in the juſtneſs of her alelivery 


and the cadence of her voie. 
After to hours ſpent in this pleafing 
taſk, Mrs. Mountaign and her friend 
went Sener break faſt, and ſoon after 
zmbleton, almoſt out of 


Hos | 8 breath 


1 5 ] 


breuili wel earn ſtue fa, to / relate a tale 
ſhe had heard by her maid; when ſhe 
diſtarbed Her: as ſhe: ſaid, to let her 
know the breakfaſt waited. 1 notf: 
% Mercy on us! Mrs. Mountaign,““ 
fhe cried} do you know that Miſs 
Wingly has eloped from boarding ſchool 
Sand Lady Bab has been in hyſterics 
all night She ee gone off with 

pbuſher.“ !! n n 
„Lady Bab has by eee 
her duty to her child; anſwed Mr. 
Mountaign, as he glanced an eye of 
gratitude; as it ſeemed, on his lady for a 
dem diametrically oppoſi tee. 

Lady Bab, my dear,” replied that 
a „ imbibed, very early in life, the 
falſe notion which many, as well as her. 
ſelf; are poſſeſſed of, that a mother can. 
not do her duty by het children without 
entirely giving upthe article of dreſs; and 
fo rather than ſit hood winked all day in 
=: e _ ſhe eme ee dae 


Wk N | 


«£< Lond. no ma'am H anſwered, Miß 


64 J 


; when, had the dedicated a few of chaſe 
| hours which are, ſpent in, doſing, apd 


unprofitable ſlumbers, , to the improven 
mant of hen mind, ſhe-might haye; done 
her child juftice, and at the, ſame time 
been properly equipped for 8 


ing; room. — I am exceedingly forty, 


however, for her. ladyſhips as,hex,gwp 


 reliefions vill doubtleſs add.tq her fate 


tovsg hut is, there no hope, of e ſcging 
ber beſore it is ioo lats irn: perhaps ſhe 

may. bare est che raſh, lep, „ ang, alf 
well 39 7641 - 2ft no 


& — 


Hamblston, “ why her ladyJhip, is ſ% 
frighuencd, ; ſhe cannot ſtir and, then 
it is two days ſince ſhe was miſſedg 
boweyer, ſhe can't, in this caſe, demand 
afprthing.of her fortune; and. fo H 


Bab may make herſelf, comfortable 
im a marriage with Mr. Benſen; wig, 
$642 know would have hed. her. ladyn 
ſhip long ago, had not the heavy;der 
mand: Which Mis Wingh had, pp the 
bisl ; eſtate 


[ 105 * 


eke Hi elte the narried to W 
Mother) made it Tathef an kw 
piece ef bulineſs,” SGH IG LGAE 


tw ad Baby” de Mrs. Mou 


| thigh, 24%*tannot be ſo void of principle 
as'to mal berfelf comfortabli at ſueli 
an expence': as her child's happtneſs= 
as that would deprive her of che only 
means of retrieving her loſt character; 
hich, if the man is worthy (as 1 ſhould 

hope" de buy ſuch characters are ſuf 
fered to fuperintend the morals of 
youth) ſhe may yet do and taſte he 
fekets *6f virtuous" love, perhaps! ih a 
greater degree than her poorViniftaleds | 
mother bas ever men a higher 

5 res. ff aan SD. UNI e if. 
e Tbrd, Ma'am! wy: income 
Neſt pröfligate that ever exiſted; he 
müßt certainly be very "unhappy 4nd 


b, if Las lady Bab, I uud thible un 


ni6re about her=than if IT had fo chi 
at all. on 361.500 l. gs goot gidt 
rh. Very Thagtuble eee 
ö 252 | | _ 


Hambleton, I am not at all ſorry, ex- 


tt vou have already“ ſaid, M 


: 5 . $ 
% BY 


laid Mrs: Mountaign (lookingeat Te- 
rentia) © and it does mueh;chonour to 
the goodneſs of your heart but J hope 
you do not intend to preach it to Lady 
think of acting in the manner you hint 
at, it would a b ae ner dii - 
pleaſure.” | Be win 
amn veg Mam,” cried, Miſs 


cept; on her Jadyſhbip's: account— Maſs | 
Wingly. was never a favourite of mine, 
allure you a litile proud upſtart! ? 


7 


Mountaigv, (ſmiling, , pretty yell con- 
vinced ws; of that - but is lady Bab 
to be ſpoke with? Does ſhe ſee com- 
pany, or:is ſhe quite inconſolable?“ 
ia Dear l,ſyes, ma'am, to be ſure, ſhe 
N * inconſolabie enough An don't think 
ie has ſeen any: body vet, except Mr. 
Benſen. 7 3715 51 0 4% 26 Ys! 
| b AK the ſees} Mr. Benſon,! ſaid = 
Mountaign, bff« I, * 

101 "migh 


might be admitted. Vu are a/particu- 
lar acquaintance, you mou and 0 
c we will go together. reo 10 6010008 1811 
bees Lord, mwam! how can you think 
my ſpirits eould ſupport ſuch a ſhock ? 
I declare I fhould faint at the fight' of 
poor lady Bab ] if it was any other miſc 
fortune, I would go with all my heart; 
but indeed you muſt excuſe me—for I 
promiſed to call on lady Haleroft in my 
way to an auction, and 1 dare ſay the has 
been Waiting for me this hour though 
I ain ſure I ſhould be happy to Rea 
that” her ladyſhip had recovered from 
hee fright ; for ſhe is a moſt, prodigious 
favourite of mine, and always was i 
Sme then looked at her watch de- 


. dated e had out- ſtaid her time; and 


left chem at leafure to feflect on this 
piece bf faſhionable friendſhüp . 
IMs. Mountaign; as“ fooh ab bfeakl 
faſt was over, ordered the carriage an 
welt e&bonf6le-ak wel as the dould, 
her friend, lady” Bab i atid to d ab bk 


Mit Fe: her 


L. 88 ] 
her power t tecondilerieroto her / miſe. 
taken child he ſoon i retumecd, O 
ever, much chagrined at che dvfappdint- 
ment ſhe had met with in being told, 
hy her on- woman, that hér. dad y Hp, 
being much enraged atiMaſs/Wingly's 
indi{cretion, was that inſtant gone to St. 
James“ si church, in order to make Mry 
Benſon maſter of herſelf. and fo tune. on 
ln the teyening they: Wert tot the 
Opera; and Terentia was paying that 
due /reſpet to the performersc which 
they juſtiy merit, when the oppofite hu 
opened fot ſome company; and in- 
ſtantly entered | young Groveſbys and 
a lady, too beautiful for the eyes 
Terentia to behold without emotion 
he called, however, her native dig 
nity tocher aid, and ſo well fuceended, 

2 ron bę colletledsenougd tu hear Mrs. 
Miountaign ſay to a lady in the mext 
ne 2: uo At am IH ad 72 
*$Lady;Bdinda: Sheffield is /a"moft: 


—__ ehardiingd won g id grekt pity" 


C * 1 


aid very wwonderflib chat Mr. — 
canndt ſee her ith cle eyes bf the mul. 
titudaza hut there is no accounting for 
teten Zniod gi chi, 1207 Dell 911 ans 
ne, Ma'am;““ ſaid' the lady; c for 
Les Wfornidd;s no longer ago han 
yoſtenday, that the creature he ſe mie 
 prifers; is a low bred country girlʒ bat, 
bowevery His taſte will ſignify fothitigy 
bat Sip Paulet is poſitive and Willbe 
- obdyedervsq 26 61197 bus 8 
Ao Yow-amare me, rejeined IMA 
Mauntdign for heaven's ſalt; whe 
could he your informant N IRKnewi he 
had anſwerſtion to lady Belinda Hbat 
| nover heard of any other attachment.“ 5 
a Oh one I can credit I aſſurè 
you; for it was no other than his e 
ſin Miſs Muſgrove, Who was an eye 
vitheſs:to! his folly, laſt fummer; in chè 
oountrydy di „AH A 07 Ji ni νÜn'ç 
That he may have ſeen the perſonhs 
cCanapreſer tbladyBelinlaj I Uaι elit, 
replied Mrs Mountaigng;c% bur thas's 


[ 290 ] 


mam e Grovelbytehdifcertment; 
cahbbave:faxedhis\affeftians' op a lows 
bred creature, 1awnoſtaggers' my bes. 
lief.“. 10s enen bann Hein 264 £1: 
Madame Mara now coming forward, 
Mrs! Mountaign turned fromthelady; if 
order to inform her friend thatlit was 
that celebrated performer; «but ſo much 
had the foregoing diſcourſe diſconcertẽd 
Terentia, chat ſhe paid litile akten- 
tion to. what ſhe! ſaid in her favour; 
and anſwered in fo abſent a manner, that 
Mrs. Mountaign was convincedi(though | 
ignorant of the real cauſe) that ſomes 
thing had very much affectediher; and 
kindly offered i return home if ſhe 
was äll, tas the: eee —— 
nange Was the eaſmee. q—— 
This kind ee rather ex. 
bilerated the ſpirits of. Terentia, whoj 
ſo long as ſhe found herſelf unſuſpeaed,; 
triedþ and in a great meaſuxe ſuccecded, 
to become calm they were: ſoon after, 


- for 


0 


. ſevere trial; 


L * ] 


fur noſvonen did Aroueſb * 1 
Mountaign's patty} than he watched for 


an opportunity of. apptoaching it; and, 
in the moſt tender manner, after enquir- 


ing aſter her health, ſolicited Mrs. 


Mountaig nato treat as a ſiſter all- His 


foul held dear; and {uffer him, in her 
greſence, to breakfaſt with Miſs Sack 
| ville the next morning. QT] [« FQ ITE 1 nt 


Though Terentia was gratified/by'the 


reſpect he paid her, her ideas were too 
delicate to give him reaſon to ſuſpect 


ſhe: would; circumſtanced as he Was, 


overcadmit his viſits — ſhe feared not 
kis: honqur, as his character ſet him 
above ſo loan idea; but ſnle feared 
for his peace of mind and for her own; 
she therefore, after thankingchim for 
his good opinion, in a language expteſ- 
bve of the utmoſt gratitude, conjured 
him, as he valued che peace of her to 
whom he was ſhortly to be united, his 
oon, and laſtly of her mind; together 
with her yet unſpotted character, never 
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Fei rr true «friendſhip; as noticing 
one ſo low in the world's eſteem. 
While Mrs. Mountaign, who was now 


I . at a loſs to find out the ſud- 


den diſorder of Terentia; (which, as 
the recommendation ſhe had received 
with her, though through. Groveſby, was 
by a young lady ſhe before had not the. 
leaſt idea of) ſaid, with a ſmile, “ I ſhall 


moſt certainly be glad of your company, 


Sir, though Ibn I am not quite ſatisfied 
with a requeſt which, I fear, will anſwer 
no end but that of rendering you ſtill | 
more wretehed. If you cannot,” ſhe ad- 
ded in a grave tone, make the amiable ' 
unfortunate happy, do not by a raſhneſs 


unbecoming your character, render her 


deſpicable in the eyes of calumny: you 


are already in the world's eye, the 


huſband of lady Belinda — it is there- 

fore deſcending from yourſelf avg 

an alledtion for another. a bow. 
TEES Lou 


- - 4” 2 * - Ne * a 


LY 
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« You are right, Madam,” replied 
| Grovelby; bat if lady Belinda had the 
leaſt grain of generofity in her diipoſs- 
tion, ſhe could not when ſhe knows my 1 
dituation, merely to gratify her ambi- 
tion, which is as much centered in my 
fortune as that of my father's is in my 
family, thus perſiſt in holding me to a 
promiſe extorted hy the crueleſt of pa- 


rents —eruel even in the agonies of - 


death! for ſo we thought him at the 
me, or J had never complied! Fate 


ſo ill paired as ours.“ 


Mr. Mountaign, with another — 
- . eman,. now entered and prevented 
 Grovelby, from continuing a ſukject 


dered bim ſtill more ami- A 
abls chan ever i in che eyes of Terentia; 
. the thought lady Belinda cruel 9 
delicate and herſelf the moſt unfortu- 
nate of human beings. She regtelted, 
with the moſt poignant grief, the loſs of 
ur ; and v was tormented with a 
Vol. I. K __ » thouſand 


h 
* 
by | 
* 


may join — but never can 1 We 


— — — — 2 - N 
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choufand horrors, leſt lord Aſhton | 
ſhould; from the madneſs of his paſion, 
be tempted to ſome act of violence, to 
* \this moſt amiable of men 
Mrs. Mountaign ſeeing her ſo uneaſy, 

" A on going home; and as ſoon as 
Mr. Groveſby had returned to lady Be- 

8 linda, the chairs were order ed. 39010 
Terentia had no opportunity till. ſhe 
got home to onquirepliergreſiyt bene- 

fabtreſs, by whom ſhe was recommend- 
ed, which ſhe much wanted to do, 
ſtrongly fuſpedting, from the friendly 
footing on which ſhe, ſaw. her two 
friends, that to Mr. Groveſby; alone ſhe 
"ſtoodindebied for her preſent, happineſs, 
in being placed with a family, ſo; truly 

good as was that of Mr. Mountaign. 


Mi As ſoon as ſhe found herſelf alone 


ith Her kind friend, ſhe told ber What 


© ſhe ſulpected; and begged ſhe would 


not deceive her; as, however unfortu- 


Hate the ſhould think herſelf in being 


reduced to _ . of leaving ſo 
ohn EX _- oy 


7 &= 


happy a ſituation, ſhe could not on am 


account think of continuing:a depend- 
ant on the bounty of Mr. Groveſpy. 


My dear girl! let not your over 
delicacy, betray you to inconveniencies 


much more formadable, in your opi- 
nion than the reality would prove. Mr. 
Groveſby is entitled to an affluent for- 


| tune; and he values it only as it ena- 


bles Him to do good — ſuppoſe your 
ideal dependance was real the reQi- 


tudè of his thoughts would teach him to 


\ think that himſelf alone was the obliged! 
NY ind furely your gratitude would inſpire 
Jou With a wiſh: to give pleaſure to the 
man who adores you hen you can 
749 it without cenſure that, however, 

is not the caſe; for though, with you, 
1 eannot doubt but it was through his 


means that I have the ſatisfaction of 


enjoying ſo agreeable a friend, yet it 


was by the means of a lady that I heard | 


you were at liberty, and that you would 


be, what I have found you, a real aequi- 
Yqqean | K 2 5 ſition 


- 
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ie 


len to my family That \lady i is 
however, 1 am well convince d,a Yer 
intimate friend of Mr. Grovelby's 
of — 2 {{TT-\ 1 75 1 

yet, Iam confide nt, the knows n not, h 
attachment to you —as, he was won- 
dering with me, what could make him 
ſo indifferent to the beauty of lady 
Belinda.“ | - 
But how, deareſt "Madam, can I 
continue with prudence in a} lace 
where I thall be 'fo liable to fee, and 
| converſe, with an objet, who, 1 own, 
has too much merit for 1 my peace?” * i 
Y: 18962 
He will ſoon, my dear, give up his 
lberty, and I fear his felicity, by mar- 
rying lady Belinda; his prudence Will 
then get the better of his paſſion—that 
and reaſon mult be your guide. Mir. 
Conyers, it is evident, greatly r 
vu he is handfome , d vb told 
me, worthy. 910, 202 fb 031M u ͥ,, 
Al, Madam?” erled Terentla, 
hiding her head in the boſom of Mrs. 


Mou e tell me not of Nr: Con- 


Th 
4 


noi 8A vers — 


U 197 1 
vers —1 am, indeed, moſt wretched! torn 
by the contending ſenſations which this 
deſtruQive | paſſion naturally inflitts 
upon my mind—an, outcaſt too 1 in the 
world's eye l. A creature of | no eſ⸗ 
teem! Oh! Madam, 1 am unequal, to 
that taſk of humility which the cruelty; 
of my fate inflitts. _ 57158 
GSracious heaven! proteſt u me ＋ 5 
| the additional torment which the poi- 
ſoned darts of erring pride at this mo- 
ment pierce me with; what have 1 Eo 
done to Miſs Mulgore, Is ſhe thould J 


232 „ nome 19916 Vonenenwr x2 . — 


7 


: # * 3 


Mr. Crovebby i is now eing. to 4 — ano- 
chers, ſhe might let me paſs my wretch- 
ed days free from the ſlander of her 
topg gue! as 1 can now no more give 

her, pain o on. his account.“ 3 
{Nees Miſs. Muſgrove, tha, 3 
Croveſby with an eye of -partiality ?“ 
Cried Mrs. eee e a loOk of 
lurprize. 0 Iii bed 151 EHI 
. eee > in; 3 cnophtiorolied; bonds 


2 1 haviour 


* 


LF 888 3 


_ havighr dating ler rf eſidence at Bryant 
Hall.— N And Mrs. Mountaigh'obſerved, 
| —it was exceedingly Wage, Kir really 
proceeded from the ate ine lulpetted, 


FE TT 7 N 


that Miſs Muſgrove ſhould not on 
continue, but increaſe the friendly a 
tention the had ever dell Kno 
| pay lady Belinda. Shs 207. essig 
Terentia anſwered, — that to Mr. 
Bryant herſelf, the manner of Miſs 
Muſgrove had always appeared inexpli- 
cable and that ſhe wiſhed her friend- | 
ſhip to lady Belinda might prove ſincere. 
Mrs. Mountaign joined in the wiſn; 
and all that the goodneſs of her heart 
ſuggeſted, ſhe did to ſooth the ſorrow 
which ſtood confeſſed in the counte- 
Nance of her friend; but company 
coming in-to ſupper, ſhe was obliged to 
leave her to her own diſagreeable re- 
llections. 5 5 
Terentia, however, chat ig had 
long diſcovered that true happineſs and 


appanity are incompetible — turned her 5 
9 g „ thoughts 


* 


— 


1 a99 J 


thoughts. to ſablimer 50 £ and pl 


48 


the help of that, religion and philoſoph * 


which, ever farked her 


trials, the tumults c of 


C aract Cr. On 


* "bes LID IX: SUL IT 
NIN { 


cool deliberation, even in the, 
her wind b 


the, evereſt 
33 IOWNT 
became 


16111 


7 
S 


45 7 


leſs agonizing—they were even con- 


C SBESS! 
3 as ine 


verted into a tender emotion — — ſhe 


prayed for the happineſs of Grove bby, 


— 


4 
and tried to > be content, wich her! fare. 
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HE next morning, after deeinding 
Mrs. Mountaign in the duties of 
. nurſery, ſhe follow wed her into the 
parlour, where ſat Groveſby, whoſe 
countenance | diſcoyered'| but too Well 
the il ſtate of his mind. He was fo 
deeply engaged i in thought, that be ſaw 
155 not till Mrs. Mountaign | lig nified 
her defire to know if he had N28 Vils 


For. te que?” the lady by whom Terentia 


ws recommended. 507 aid dig 
"Thi s eng uir as accom: parſied' with 


fich a ook of taille „ that it heig he. 


ened the Toldur 924 before 1 1 
408 | g 
| ſided 


L 
ſided in the cheeks of Groveſby; and 
with ſome confuſion he anſwered; 

.<< ] wiſh not, madam, from you, to 
conceal the friendſhip I have for this 
amiable girl! it is founded on an eſteem 
which never can geaſe till the cold 
hand of time has benumbed my reaſon- 

ing faculties, and made me inſenſ | 
to her perfeQions! but be not alarmed 
at my ſeeming raſhneſs; this is the laſt 


time I will ever, by viſitling her, 
you cauſe to blame my condutt: ay 
morrow filial duty obliges me to ſub. 
7 jet myſelf to wretchednels!. after TRE 
would. be criminal, to. ſee the 01 aly 
Woman in, the world that. could confer 
real happineſs on your ill-fated fr riend ! J 
105 father, deareſt, . madam,” turning to 
d ria, has given me his promiſe to, 
5 e you ealy with regard to 95 py 
port, which _ cruelty of) your f 175 
nies you ad and in the Company, « of Mrs. 
Bryant I truſt you will oh; that {bei 
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not pid a parry in. He Rodped;nfut 
_ the emotion of Terentia was too viſible 
for this peace z<heicouldnot proceed. 
Faſt locked iin the inacceſſible folds 
of her heart, was thé gratitude of Tel 
rentia, for a condutt at once fo gratifys 

ing to her dejected mind to her deli- 
eaey. Land to that real affection which 
the had long bore him. But the dumb 
Lloquence of her eyes expreſſed it with 
much more energy than the /power-of 
ſpeech cbuld have done; and pierced 
ten choufand diggers in the heart that 
could only confer a favour where his 
hole ſoul (had not filial piety prevent- 
him) would have claimed am alli- 
* ahce, which ann YT" could have 
ſevered.“ It n 0 go m 
5 HO 6dr: EY for ſome mi 
nuets-The preſſed the hand be bel 0 
\his Tips—<he would have uttered ſome- 


thing by way of fortifying the mind, 


nich he plainly perceived ſtood in 


ned of — ne "toifaver it 
BS | from 


4 


from deſpondeney. But alas lin the 
care of the objet: of his affection, he 
forgot the ſtate f his, o¹n mind, till, a 
faintiſhneſs informed him it / was time to 
leave her Who zhad | already be reaved 
him of the power to tranquillize afoul 
which ſeemed as it were torn from its 
better half; When with looks more dif. 
ordered than thoſe of a poor culprit 
condemned to an ignominious death, 
| her haſtily left the room, though entirely 
7 unfitted for his promiſed appearance 
in Lady Belinda ane T oom at. the 
aber db tenen $# B Jing ind Bion 
1 erentia, not leſs baitnted; begged 
Mrs. Mountaign to excuſe, her appear- f 
+ANCe at breakfaſt ;/ and retired to her } 
room hopeleſs of any future felicit on | 
this fide eternity. Why, Oh Grovef- 
oby cried dhe; as ſhe entered it, why | 
did I ever know thy worth l. or why i 
.£didft thou, exalted as thou art, conde= 
ſcend to notice the friendleſs./Terentia ! 
11 aa OI Who 


£07 } 


act in the 8 RE yields 
* pleaſures of life] with what pleaſ- 
ing tranſport could 1, have ſpent my 
days in watching and preventing the 
natural alloys which i in youth embitters 
humanity l and by the kind aſſiduity of 
true affection, have ſmoothed the rug- 
ged path of thy declining life!“ 
In the evening, by the e of 
Mrs. Mountaign, ſhe accompanied that 8 
lady e to Drury. lane, to ſee the ſoul-mo 
ing Mrs. Siddons perform the Grecian 
Daughter; and Terentia, fearful of ſee-. 
ing Groveſby or his. party, fearcely dare 
turn en ayes; from the gh the. ale 
She — the mart e however, 
to obſerve, juſt as che curtain was fall- 
ing, ſomething ſtill more terrific; for 
Sir William Sandal, followed by Lord 
Aſhton, in order 10 ſee the new enter- 
tainment, now entered the nekt box; | 
and che former, with his uſual; famili- 
e n where ſuch ee 


been. 


[ag Þ 


ben coped fince” ke Taft had the 

' honour of ſeeing her? While the latter 
though more "diſtant, ſuffered not his 
eye to attend to any other object; 
and by their officiouſneſs, rendered 
the ſituation of Terelitia paws n. 
ling. 

Io elude the perpetual dating of he 
one, and fave herſelf from anſwering 
the unmeaning queſtions of the other, 
under pretence of ſitting near the doory 
ſhe changed ſeats with Mrs. Mountalgny 

but her diſtreſs was not leſſened when; 
on direQing her eyes to the laſt box on 
that fide of the hoſe in which ſhe ſat, 
ſhe ſaw, not only her calumniator, Miſs 
Muſgrove, but Lady Belinda Sheffield ; 
they appeared deeply engaged in con 
verſation, but as ſhe had not the ſpirit 
of divination, ſhe could not know that 
Lady Aſhton's woman had furniſhed 
them with a tale of ſcandal; the detail 
of which, in their opinion, far ſurpaſſed 
| the” dull moral which happened to be 
ſet | 


| 
| 


— — 
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ſet forth to view in the new enterjain- 
ment. She felt herſelf, however, much 
more at eaſe on this account, ax ſhe 
dreaded, if ſeen by Mis, Muſgrove, of 
being herſelf. the dali ok, her con- 
temptuous raillery. id oh 
Very ſoon after aaa, Mr. Greef 
bye ho. for motives of buſineſs,” as 
he told Lady Belinda, could not reach 
the houſe before that hour: ; but whe- 
| abeeniatwas;really; the caſe, I will not 
prętend to aver, as I muſt confeſs, from 
dle paleneſs of his countenance, he ap- 
peared rather to have indulged himſelf 
with--the;-enjoyment of his own; ſad 
thoughts, which, even in this 857 irg. 
feemed to predominate. Tha 
They found, on their. return, the 
avenues of the houſe much crowded ; | 
and it was: ſome time before they could 
get diſentangled from the multitude 
- whieh-ſurrounded chem. In doing ſo, 
Terentia found the arm of; ſome one 
_ baffifting her thapugha daptoayizc ſhe 


82 turned 


* 
» * 1 
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turned to ſee to whom! the was'obliged; 
and found it was Lord Aſhton; who; 
in a low voice ſaid : Dome be rige 
enedi my angel! it is your Aſhton who 
protects you, and will continue ſo to 
do, through every difficulty in- which 
he bas the power to befriend you. 
The concert ſcheme inſtantly ruſhed 
into her mind, and ſo impreſſed it with 
terror, that ſhe ĩnvoluntarily graſped the 
arm of Mr. Mountaign with ſuch force, 
that he ſtarted; and with a look of ſur- 
rize, aſked her if ſhe had received mw 
wrt by being next the wall? 
Fearful of irritating his . 
lordſhip, yet aſhamed of the liberty ſhe 
had taken with Mr. Mountaign, ſhe could 
b only ſay, with Auch eee 1 had 
hurt her fobt. 113 e ene 
DEL His 1brdlig now rung forbaed, 
and infiſted, as there was but one gen- 


"I. 


"tleman” i in company, to ſee her ſafe 


through the crowd. It was in vainlto 
reift what The could not prevent And 


DIL 
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as Mr. Mountaign, in order. to protect 
his Nady from being. farther incommod-+ 
ed, had reſigned her to bis care, the 
was obliged to accept what was highly. 
repugnant to her with. 113 
He was running on in a alle af gals. 
lantry, equally incongruous, for, the 
tongue of a married man, and diſtreſſ- 
ing to the delicate ſoul of Terentia 
when the voice of Miſs Muſgrove vi- 
brated through her ear, and cauſed her 
Rk from the. hold ſhe had taken. 
4 Miſs Sackville,“ cried his lordſhip. 
in a tone equally terrific, * you; will 
certainly be down if you thus, 1 , 
your hold; why will, you. not,” in 
ſofter tow, .: *« confide in, the 3 
would proteli you, M the hazard, of his 
lee?” . £ ö 5M 2A 
"8 See lu cried Mit, Muſgrave ina 
joud whiſper, to Lady Belinda, the . 
attradtion of ſome. zeople ?.. the Bath 
tale I find is not untrue : ; well! I pity; 
ot ai « "64 +42 Th ! -1is is % er 
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poor Lady Aſhton; by by all accounts. 
ſhe is a moſt amiable S agp | 
By this time they had extricated 
themſelves from the croud ; but the 
ideas of Terentia was ſtill inveloped in 
the ſhade of deſpondency ; and it was 
with the utmoſt difficulty that ſhe reach- 
ed the ſpot where her friends ſtood ex- 
petting her. In turning to ſee if her 
malignant enemy ſtill purſued her, the 
met the eye of Sir Paulet, who having 
ſat with ſome friends in a different part 
of the houſe, ſhe had not ſeen before, 
and who now turned from her ſaying, 
* am quite ſatisfied, my ſweet vir- 
tuous fair one! I would not believe 
couſin Mulgrove, till my own eyes cn. 
vinced me of the truth I doubted,” - 
As Mr. Mountaign was juſt at the 
inſtant helping his lady into the carri- 
age, they neither of them heard what 
| almoſt deéprived Terentia of wor rea- 
ſon. 1 1 2 iin e as 1 IIS: 
There was an air of triumph in che 


cOuntenance 


| taſk, as Lady Aſhton now openly avow- 


C * 
tountenandt o Lord Allen When he 


266k his leave, chat opened a large 
field in the mind of Terentia for con- 


Jecture. She fancied that he had Fwy 


Telf taken pains to calumniate her in 
the eyes of her friends; and 190 was 
Tight in her ſuppoſition.” , iel 

That nobleman large found out, 


1 57 his own diligence, joined to that of 
his ſervant, the origin of what had given 


him ſo much diſturbance; and being 
alſo apprized of his intended nuptials, 
had now formed a wiſh to gratify his 
defires, without the expence and trouble 
of divorcing: his lady, and conceiving 
he could not adopt a more poſſible ex- 
pedient to accompliſh his villainous 
ſcheme, than to injure the character of 
Terentia, and thus to undermine vir- 

tue, which, while protected from the 

horrors of poverty, he was ſenſible 
would be proof againſt all temptation. 

This he foreſaw would be no hard 


11 
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ed her attachment to Standly; and was 
at this inſtant embarked for the Conti- 
nent in his company; having firſt,” by 
the help of ber; faithful, Abigail, given 
it out, by way of exculpating in ſome 
meaſure her oyn character, that her 
lord's attachment to Terentia had alone 
been the means of driying her from her 
native land. A ſtriking proof this of 
the dangerous progreſs which vice makes 
if once admitted to blacken the princi- 
en 1 Rate.. (.-. 
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